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political role of the area since the establishment of the Emirates
of Al-llayyan and Rabi'a in Al-Mudainah in 1216 till the Safawi
occupation to lrag in 1508. The second chapter explores Al-
Mudainah conditions during the sixteenth century including the

attitude of its people against the Ottoman occupation.

The study was based on a number of documents, basic
sources and secondary bibliography. At the top of these are the
published Ottoman documents, which were prepared, translated
and studied by the academician Dr. Fadhil Mahdi Bayyaat in his
documentary book “ The Arab Land in the Ottoman Documents”,
which consists of three volumes issued in Istanbul in the years
2010, 2011, and 2014. In addition, the researcher has consulted a
number of manuscripts, textbooks and scientific letters specialized
in the history of Iraqg.

Finally, it is hoped that we succeeded in shedding light on the
facts, in accordance with our scientific and moral duty, hoping
that this modest work becomes a useful step towards drawing the
attention to an important phase of the history of Al-Mudainah and
Al-Jaza'ir. Our ultimate goal is to promote better understanding to

our past so as to learn the intended lessons and messages.
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of Al-Mudainah at that period, which we have followed (in the
light of the available sources) since the foundation of the emirates
of Aal lilayyan in Nahr Salih and Rabi‘a in Nahr Antar in about (
613 H.— 1216 AH. up to the end of Aal Afrasyaab Family and the
following events which ended by putting Al-Mudainah under the
control of Al-Mintifig emirs at the end of the seventeenth century
and the beginning of the eighteenth century A.H.

This modest study is an attempt to shed light on the historical
role played by the people of Al-Jaza'irin general and Al-Mudainah
in particular. This is embodied by resisting the outside aggression
during an important period of the history of Irag, during the
Ottoman occupation to Basra, with a unique resistance spirit,
since these two areas were the last resistance areas in Basra, if not
in the whole Irag.

It is worth noting here that the focus point in this research is to
point out the history of Al-Mudainah District in its geographical
framework. The reference to Al-JaZ'irarea along this study implicitly
refers to Al-Mudainah since it was called by this name in most of
the historical contemporary references.

Thenature of the topic necessitatesits divisioninto two chapters
preceded by an introduction. The introduction was confined to
study the formation of Al-Bata'ih Area in the south of Irag and

its geographical nature. This was followed by investigating the



Abstract

Al-bata’ih area in the south of Irag has played an important and
influential role in the political life since the old eras starting from
the Islamic and modern periods up to the present time. This area
has witnessed the occurrence of many movements and uprisings
of a revolutionary nature, carried out by different classes of people
of various interests, faiths, and tribal origins. These movements
made use of the unique geographical and environmental
characteristics of the area which was taken as a safe shelter for
oppressed people and as a suitable place to promote resistance
by its citizens.

Since Al-Jaza'irwas a part of Al-bata'ih, it took partin its historical
roles and has become more influential in this area, especially after
the foundation of Rabi'a and Aal lllayyan emirates in Al-Mudainah.
These two emirates have played an essential role in the major
events, particularly during the invasion of Ottomans to Basra (1546
AH) and in the following events in which people of Al-Jazai'r had
an important contribution . At that time, Al-Mudainah was the
capital of Al-Jaza'ir and a headquarter for its leaders.

Due to this importance, we have decided to study the history

\va
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