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7 - Measurements of the manuscript including the length and breadth of the paper

in centimeters and the margin in millimeters.
8 - Date of copying, the copyist and the place of copying it mentioned.

9 - Birth and death of the author according to the Hegira calender and its
corresponding Christion: calendar. If we are not able to limit the date of birth

of some authors three dots are placed.

We have singled out the compilations from this arrangement. We have
introduced compilation number...., then the number of the manuscript in the Library,
then the number of pages in the compilation, the number of lines, measurements,
then the date of copying the manuscript and name of copyist if available. Then we
mention the first section of the manuscript in embassed letters, followed by the auth-
or’s name, subject, number of pages, birth and death of the author.

The texts are followed by five citations to the catalogues namely :

1 - Index of subjects of the catalogue. :
2 - Index of author, names.

3 - Index of names of manuscripts.

4 - Index of copyists.

5 - Index of proper nouns mentioned in the manuscript.

KHADER IBRAHIM SALAMEH
Al-Agsa Mosque Librarian
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convenient to revive this monument which was reopened under the name of “Al-Agsa
Mosque Library” on the first of January 1976 A.D., at the Ashrafiya School built by
Sultan Al-Ashraf Qaitbay in the year 885 A.H. - 1480 A.D. situated at the western
side at the Honourable Rock, and to the north of Bab-as-Silsila. The manuscripts of
Sheikh Muhammad-al-Khalili (1) and Sheikh Khalil-al-Khalidi (2) were added, so that
the acquirements of the Library exceeded eight hundred manuscripts, good, medium
and unfit,

Since no one undertook to catalogue these manuscripts as I have said before,
and due to the reality of my consciousness of the importance of manuscript catalogues
to researcher, I have undertaken to work out this catalogue available now to you,
hoping that it will fill up a deficiency in this respect. As every beginning involves
defficulties and errors T hope that ‘constructive criticism on the part of those interested
and students will receive all consideration and interest, so that we might make use of
it in the second volum.

I have followed in the cataloguing of manuscripts the general rules usually
followed in such a work. I have dealt with the following matters in every manuscript.

1 - Name of the manuscript drawn on one line with embossed letters, and in the
languege in which it was written.

2 - Number of the manuscript at the Library.
3 - Name of auther : we have given the author’s surname followed by his full

name.

4 - Subject of manuscript : dealing with a short extract concerning the subjects
dealt with by the manuscript, followed by a line or more from the beginning of
the manuscript.

5 - Number of manuscript pages.

6 - Number of manuscript lines.

1 - One of the notables of Jerusalem in the eighteenth century. He died in Jerusalem
and was buried at the Mankali Bogha ( Baladia ) School in 1734 A.D.

2 - He was President of the Religious Law Court of Appeals. in Jerusalem. He died
and was buried in Cairo in 1941 A.D.



INTRODUCTION

A great effort was spent in the cataloguing and investigation of many
manuscripts. Arabic manusripts have attracted the great interest of Orientalists and
Arabists being considered part of the heritage of the Middle Ages.

At the beginning of this century Arab investigators became active in sprea-
ding catalogues of manuscripts in many countries of the Arab World, with the
exception of Palestine despite the abundance of manuscripts in it. As far as I know
no catalogue of Palestinian manuscripts has been published with the exception of the
Catalogue of Al-Khalidi Library (1) published in 1900 A.D.

It is well known that Jerusalem has a holy position among Muslims ever
since the appearance of the Islamic call. This position was reflected on the scientific
side especially in the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods. Schools spread round the
Jerusalem Mosque, and inside the Old City in order to perform their scientific
mission.

During the period of Turkish rule the scientific movement came to a
standstill, and its centre was transferred to Constantinople, the capital of the
Caliphate. This situation continued until the defeat of Turkey in the First World War.
In the twenties of this century the British Mandate was imposed on Palestine. At the
same time the establishment of the Higher Muslim Council was completed. Its first
action was the establishment of Al-Agsa Mosque Library which was opened on
2-11-1922. It accomplished the purpose for which it was founded, namely the
collection of rare books and manuscripts by the way of Al-Waqf in addition to the
contents of the two mosques, Al-Agsa and the Rock, and the schools surrounding the
Jerusalem Mosque. But the conditions prevailing in Palestine at that time were an
obstacle in the way of its continuation. It confronted a lot of difficulties wuntil it
ceased functioning. Four years ago the Islamic Waqgf Department considered it

1 - Called «“ Al-Khalidiya Library Programme. ” I have conventially considered it a
catalogue because nothing is mentioned in it except names of books and
manuscripts.
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The copying of the book was completed in the year 577 AH. — 1181 A.D. that
is more than century after the author,s death. It can be concluded from the ownership
marks at its beginning that the manuscript belonged to a certoin teacher at the

Salamiyah School in Damascus , and that it was transcribed from the author‘s copy.

The date of writing the newest manuscriut goes back to the year 1841 AH, and is
on “ Fi - usul - al - khatt 7 . “ The Rules of Calligraphy ” by its author, © ‘Abd-us-
Salam - Ibn - Umar - al - Husaini. ”

The texts were appended with four bibliographies, namely :

1 — Bibliography of names of manuscripts.

9 — Bibliography of author,s names.

3 — Bibliography of copyists’ names.

4 — Bibliography of the names of distinguished personalities mentioned in the item
of observations.

In conclusion I ‘would like to mention that the reader of this book will encounter
several or thographical errors in the texts listed between brackets. These errors have
been retained as they are in faithfulness to scientific transcription. Most are represen-
ted in the omission of ¢ al-hamza ” and the use of the “ ya’ ” instead. Some terms
havebeen written in abbreviation such as ” thana » instead of “ haddathana ™ etc.
They are mistakes that cannot be missed by the intelligent reader.

I do hope to have succeeded in paresenting a comlete picture for evrey manuscript
listed in the Catalogue.

God is the granter of success.

KHADIR IBRAHIM SALAMEH
Al-Agsa Mosque Librarian

Jerusalem

Dhil = Qdeh 1408  A.H.
August 1983 A.D.
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2nd sxample :
187 - ARABIC LANGUAGE 18-98-1

Number 187 the manuscript’s serial number . .

Number 18 - means that this is the 18th manuscript of the Arabic Language
manuscripts.

Number 98 - is the number of the mauscript in the First edition.

Number 1 - is the First part of the collection.

It is wroth mentioning that every manuscript carrying four figures, as is the case in
the second example means that it was listed in the First part under the name
( Collection Number ) I have classified the epistles of the Collection on the basis

that every handwritten epistles in separate and is treated as such.
Second : The end of the manuscript : In the majority of cases attention was paid that

under this item, one or two sentences were quoted from the text of the subject, thai
is before its conclusion with invocations.

Third : The text’s measurements : The length and breadth of the text was mentioned
in centimetres.

Fourth : Ttem regarding observations : Under this item I introduced the physical state
of the manuscript ,and the effect of the damp, termiest or acidity.

I also mentioned the ownership maiks either by impliccation, or Frequently by text.
I also mentioned ( Ijazat al’ Igra® - wal - Isma’ ) .

some authors’ names have been rectified . I have also mentioned the death of some
of them, not mentioned in the first edtition.

If we chronologically classify manuscripts we get the following classification :——

Century Number of manuscripts
Sixth A.H. . 1
Seventh A.H.
Eighth A.H. 7
Ninth A.H. 12
Tenth AH. 16
Eleventh A.H. 28
Twelfth AH. 76
Thirteenth A.H. . 59
Fourteenth A.H. . 16
213

The earliest manuscript listed in the Ca’.ilogue is the book,  Talkhis al - Mutashabih
Fir - rasm we himayat ma ushkila minhu ‘an nawadir at-tashif wal-wahm »~ by
its author “ Al-Khatib al - Baghdadi ” who died in the year 468 A.H. — 1071 A.D.



—T —

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

More than three years ago, the printing of the First part of the Agsa Mosque
Manuscripts Catalogue was completed. It was readily sold out, as the number of
copies printed was limited. Consequently the Islamic Wagf Department has considered
it advisable to print the Catalogue once again.

In this edition the book has been produced in a manner different from the first
edition in its present content. The motive for this renewal was partly the acquisition
by the Library of various catalogues, and partly owing to the feeling that there werz
addition, whose incorporation in this edition was essential.

This necessitated a review of all manuscripts, which led to their production in a new
form, The change introduced to this edition was restricted to the following :—

First : The manuscripts were classified according to subjects into thirteen subjects as

follows :-

Name of subject Number of Manuscripts
1- Qur’anic sciences 70
2- Exegesis 1
3- Tradition and its trmonology 13
4- Monotheism ( Tawhid ) V 15
5- Sufism 13
6- Rules of Jurisprudence 10
7- Jurisprudence 37
8- Prophet’s biography and panegyrics 10
9- Arabic Language 20
10- Arabic Literature 6
11- History and biography 8
12- Arithmetic 5
13- Miscellaneous ( Logic - Refutations .. ) 5

213
It is observed from this classification that more than two - thirds of the manuscripts

were on diverse religious subjects.

The First change was limited to manuscript numbers as is clarified in the following

examples :

84 -— TRADITION AND ITS TERMINOLOGY 13-62

Number 84 - is the serial number of the manuscript.
Number 13 means that this is the thirteenth manuscript in the section of Tradition
and its terminology.

Number 62 is the number of the manuscript in the first edition .



First Eddition 1980
Second Eddition 1983
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