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I@ Supreme Religious Authority (SRA)& Its Role in Building the Iragi State %@I

besides other writings by Abdul-Razzaq Al-Hasani & Dr.
Abdullah Al-Fayyadh on 1920-Revolution.

For Chapter Two, I referred mostly to the statements on

Iraqi issues, issued by His Eminence Sayed Sistani, collected
by Mr. Hamid Al-Khaffaf. I also made use of the official
website of His Eminence besides other related references.

Finally, I hope that these pages will form a humble
contribution to document the fatwas pronounced by our major
scholars, and a token of gratitude to the pure bloods of martyrs
whose sacrifices laid the cornerstone for the foundation of the
state and protected it. My book, I hope, will serve as a witness
for the generations to come, so that they might be aware of
history of their nation and learn lessons for their present and
future.

I ask the Almighty to well accept this deed of mine. Praise
be Him and may peace and blessings be upon Mohammed
and his pure family.



I@ Supreme Religious Authority (SRA)& Its Role in Building the Iragi State %}@I

Sistani in 2014 and its contribution to safeguarding the Iraqi
State.

The Chapter is divided into four sections. Section one
considers the efforts of the SRA in building the state’s
institutions, shedding light on three topics: ensuring that
the occupiers should leave Iraq, urging for parliamentary

elections, and concerning the national constitution.

In section two, I explain the efficacy of the sufficiency
defense fatwa in protecting the Iraqi state, the homeland,
people and sanctities.

In section three, I shed a light on the SRA’s role in urging
fighters to comply with the humanitarian principles through
instructions, advices, statements and fatwas.

In section four, I give an account of the SRA’s statement of
Great Victory over ISIS with an emphasis on the position of
the fighters, their sacrifices and honoring them.

The conclusion focuses on fruits we benefited from the
SRA’s efforts, some recommendations and documentary
appendixes for many of the SRA’s attitudes.

[ used numerous references and documents related to
the SRA and its role in Iraq, the most important of which
were used in Chapter One from books, such as: Iraqi Major
Revolution, and Iraqi-Iranian Joint Attitudes against Foreign
Invasion of Muslim Countries, by Kamil S. Al-Juboori,
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I@ Supreme Religious Authority (SRA)& Its Role in Building the Iragi State %@I

I have divided the book into an introduction, preface, two

chapters, and a conclusion.

The introduction states the significance of the topic in
terms of research, study and documentation, while the preface
clarifies the SRA’s role towards the issues of the Muslim
countries in general. There, I consider two issues, which the
SRA had an effective role in defending them; the first is the
SRA’s attitude towards the Italian colonialism in Libya in
1911 and declaring revolution against the colonialists, and the
second is the SRA’s attitude towards the British colonialism
in Iraq in 1914, supported by relative documents.

Chapter One discusses the attitudes and views on the
fatwa pronounced by Sheikh Mohammed Taqi Al-Shirazi
on the 1920-revolution and how far they contributed to the
foundation of the Iraqi state. I sub-divided the chapter into
four sections. The first section is dedicated to the peaceful
efforts exerted by the SRA to attain independence, educate
and unite the nation. The second section considers the SRA’s
efforts in the International Forums. The third section covers
the pronunciation of fatwa of Jihad and the foundation of the
national governance in Iraq. Finally, the fourth section deals
with the humanitarian aspects of SRA in the war.

In Chapter Two, [ discuss the attitudes and views concerning
the sufficiency jihad fatwa pronounced by Sayed Ali Al-
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perspective on the SRA’s role. The prospected study, however,

should not be of a sectarian or patriotic nature, adopting the
beliefs of its writers as points of departure, only to depict
historical events as they wish them to look like rather than
how they really were.

Unfortunately, we have seen, and will continue to see such
studies.

Writing on such topics, I believe, is a national and religious
duty, or even an academic and cultural duty on scholars,
intellectuals, writers, poets and educated people to document
the span of history when the state was founded and protected
by the fatwas of its scholars, the bloods of its martyrs and the
attitudes of its men.

Our responsibility is great and serious because we are live
witnesses, from the twenty first century, on the SRA’s fatwa.
Our writings will appear before the tribunal of history to testify
to these immortal great situations, in addition to the Divine
Tribunalthatwillapproveordisapprovethehistoricalwitnesses.

As for the SRA’s fatwa in the twentieth century, we have,
in our hands, affirmative undoubted texts that we can use in
analyzing and studying those situations pragmatically and
unbiasedly without referring to documentations of people who
used to fawn over the enemy, or the diaries of the colonialist
army commanders and considering them sacred.
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The SRA’s scholars, then, played a role through issuing

fatwas calling people to stand against their opinions at times,
and to their aggressions at other times.

All that Iraq experienced, starting from the foundation of
state in 1921, after the 1920-revolution fatwa pronounced by
the great scholar Sheikh Mohammed T. Al-Shirazi (d. 1328
AH/ 1920 AD) against the British occupiers, and ending with
the Jihad fatwa pronounced by the great scholar Ayatollah
Sistani in 2014, in order to protect Iraq from the terrorist ISIS
groups, is a historic witness to the national attitudes taken in
building the Iraqi state and protecting it and its order from
collapsing.

By the title “Building the Iraqi State”, I meant to indicate
the role that the SRA played in foundation, protection against
any aggression, and sacrifice so that the state would survive in
dignity during this historical stage through various effective
attitudes.

In these pages, the researcher would like to shed a light
on numerous attitudes and different views, all goes towards
achieving one noble end: The Iraqi State in terms of foundation
and existence.

In fact, this title merits reliable, fair and objective study
by academicians who are specialized in Iraq’s modern and
contemporary history so that we would come up with a new
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The crystallization of the approach of Holy Sharia, during
the period of occultation of Imam Mahdi (AS), by the top
Mujtahid Scholars who constitute the supreme religious

authority, conferred it a distinguished stature in the nation,
as it acted as a holy link between the Imams and followers.
Along the line of its activities in addressing the issues of the
followers, in particular, and the Muslims, in general, at the
religious, social, political or other levels, it had great, central
and critical attitudes in many hard situations, and was the go-
to authority when good advice was needed.

An overview of its history, since its foundation, would
clearly reveal that, especially when it comes to defending
Islam, its laws and beliefs. Since the Sacred Sharia is a
comprehensive code of conduct covering every part of life,
we found the Supreme Religious Authority available in every
important public situation. In this book, we will try to outline
and document all those facts.

In our modern time, the SRA has taken clear, great and
honorable attitudes towards all the developments that some
Muslim countries experienced after being colonized by
colonialist states, or suffered from the practices of their agent
rulers. All those attempted to disunite them, make them
deviate from their systems, distort their creeds, plunder their
riches and corrupt their men and women.
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In the Name of God, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

All praise be to God, Lord of the worlds; and may His
blessings be on His Chosen Prophet Mohammed and his

infallible successors.

Among its top priorities in its system of human perfection,
the holy Islamic law was concerned with man’s happiness,
dignity and liberation from all material and immaterial
bondages that played a role in putting mankind in shackles,
denying its freedoms, and subjecting it to humiliation.

God says: “We have honored the sons of Adam; provided
them with transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance
things good and pure; and conferred on them special favors,
above a great part of our creation.” (17:70)

So, the graces that God bestowed on mankind, according to
this verse, i.e. honoring, transport, sustenance and the special
favors, conspicuously indicate the lofty stature of man among
other creatures, which requires a complementary system,
powerful enough to safeguard the above graces. There is no
absurdity in creation and the whole existence confirms that fact.

The Almighty also sent prophets to stress the significance
of human dignity, a message which was passed down to the
Imams (AS), and then to prominent scholars of the Muslim
world in order to emphasize the unity and significance of
doctrine.
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