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AL-HASAN BIN RASHID AL-HILLI'S POETRY
(DIED ABOUT 840 A H)
COLLECTED, CHECKED OUT AND STUDIED BY
DRr. ABBAS HANI ACH-CHARRAKH

ABSTRACT
TAJUDDEEN AL-HASSAN BIN RASHID AL-HILLI (DIED AFTER 830 AH)
WAS BORN IN AL-HILLA(HIS BIRTH YEAR IS NOT KNOWN: THERE WAS
NO MENTION OF HIS YEAR OF BIRTH IN HIS BIOGRAPHY). BUT BECAUSE
HIS DEATH WAS IN ABOUT THE YEAR (840 A H), IT BECAME POSSIBLE
THAT HIS BIRTH WAS DURING THE SIXTH DECADE OF THE EIGHTH
CENTURY A H, AS EVIDENCED BY HIS SAYING IN ONE OF HIS POEMS:
AND I OBTAINED BEFORE | BECAME THIRTY A RANK,
HE WHO EXPECTS IT AFTER EIGHTY IS DESPERATE.
HE GREW UP IN HIS CITY, MOVING ALONG IN ITS ALLEYS DURING HIS
YOUTH, AND HE LEARNED READING AND WRITING IN ITS
KUTTABS(LOWEST ELEMENTARY QUR'ANIC SCHOOLS) AND LEARNT
THE QUR'AN BY HEART FOLLOWING THE AVAILABLE CUSTOM IN HIS

O
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2-THERE ARE SOME POETIC PIECES IN WHICH SHEIKH
ASH-SHAFAHEENI(MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY UPON HIM)
MENTIONS THAT HE IS FROM AL-HILLA AND THAT HE LIVED
IN AL-JAM'AIN.

3- REGARDING HIS SURNAME, THERE ARE MANY OPINIONS
ABOUT IT, BUT I DID NOT KNOW THE HISTORICAL ROOTS
OF THIS WORD(ASH-SHAFAHEENI), AND ITS PRECISE
MEANING. IT SEEMS THAT THE ORIGIN OF THIS WORD MAY
BE OF A KURDISH, SYRIAN, PERSIAN, OR ANY OTHER NON-
ARAB ORIGIN. MOST PROBABLY, IT IS LIKE MANY OF OUR
COLLOQUIAL WORDS THAT CONTAIN HUNDREDS OF SUCH
TERMS. THESE WORDS WERE PREDOMINANTLY USED BY THE
PEOPLE OF HILLA EVEN AFTER THE FALL OF BAGHDAD AT
THE HANDS OF THE MONGOLS. WHAT WE HAVE PROVED IS
THE RIGHT THING , I.E., HE BELONGED TO A VILLAGE IN AL-
HiLLA HOLDING THAT NAME.
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