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If you have the world as your goal you will be turned over to it. In a

tradition reported from the Prophet, may the peace and blessings of Allah be

. upon him and his family, he said: “Whoever turns to Allah will be given suffi-

- clent security and sustenance by Allah from where he did not reckon. Wheo-
ever turns to the world, ‘Allah will turn him over to it.”

This is the message of the Qur’an and this is the way of Imam Husayn, It
was because of this knowledge that he was without any desire for worldly
gain. It was for this that he stood up against thousands fearlessly. It is because
of this that he could say:
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[f this world is counted as precious, .
know that the reward with Allah is more exalted and noble.
And if wealth and possessions are gathered together only to leave
behind, then why should 2 man be miserly with that which he
will leave,
And if the provision is already apportioned,
then lack of greed of a man in its attainment is more pleasing,
And if these bodies were madc for death,
then death by the sword in the Way of Allah is the best.
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organize our days around our salat and cease fitting our salats in between
other actions which we consider to be mare important. We will then begin to
actually follow the teachings of the Qurian on 2 full time basis making it cen-
tral to our lives. We will then hegin to seek purely the contentment of Allah.
In a hadith Qudsi, Allah slates that He is astonished at the one who hastens
through his salat to hurry back to the business of his earning, as if his daily
sustenance came from any place but from Allah,

We have a special duty here to lift up the banner of Truth for a people
wandering in the desert of the grossest materialism. The time is right. Every
lifestyle has been tried and experimented with and all have ended in despair.
Lifestyles are constantly being resurrected for lack of anything new to try.
We must not cause these people to distrust Islam by our wrong actions. We
must not cause them to lose hope in the only way which can save them. Our
responsibility is greal and the punishment will be great if we do not fulfill
this responsibility. We are not here to earn our living. We are here to call peo-
ple who are lost and sinking daily into deeper despair, to the beautitul and
everpresent path of Truth. Rach one of us musi fulfill that responsibility in
the best way he can. In order to do this we must examine all of our actions
carefully in the light of knowledge and ensure that our intentions are pure.
We must perform actions with the knowledge that Allah is closer to us than
our jugular vein. That is, He is closer 1o us than we are to ourselves, We must
want to please Allah alone and long to meet Him,

This. in no way, indicates that we should give up our efforts to carn hon-
est livings, and support our families. On the conlrary, we must strive harder
in whatever we undertake, knowing that Allah is with us wherever we are.

All of our actions must be a form of worship, performed in the way of
Allah. We are constantly seen by people here who judge Islam by our actions.
The best way to make da‘wal to a people lost in despalr and ignorance 1s to
live according to the example set by the Prophet, may the peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him and his family. We must make our true intention to be
the meeting with Allad.

it B L3 § s s o 3 s S

Whoever secks his portion in the Akhirah will pass by his portion
in the world and it will naturally fall inte place for him,

1f you make the Hajj, make your desiination the Ka‘bah and you will
also see Mecca as part of the journey. Make your destination and intenticon
{he unspeakable Treasure that is with Allah and this matter of worldly profit
and-loss will come naturally to you. Everyone who plants wheat will naturally
harvest the straw too. The Prophet Muhammad, may the peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him and his family, had the intention of witnessing his Be-
loved on the Mi‘raj and it followed naturally that he witnessed the Throne
and the angels too. -
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us has the potential Lo follow our lowest desires and cravings, forsaking the
light of Allah for the darkness of this world. This history is told on one level
to protect the lovers of Allah and the followers of His Prophet, may the peace
and blessings of Allzh be upon him and his family, from ever submitting to in-
justice and wrongdoing. That includes wrongdoing and injustice on any level,
whether it he on the level of soeial injustice, or whether il be within ourselves.
The example set by the Imam, upon him be peace, was an example set by the
Prophet Muhammad hirnself. {n a tradition related by at-Tabars:, in the book,
Mishkat ul-dnwar it is related the lmam Bagir, upon him be peace, tells a man
called Jabir who was one of the people with him:

“It is not enough for a person to embrace the beliefs of cur followers by
simply saying that he loves us, the Ahl ul-Bayt, By aAllah, our followers are
none other than those who fear Allah and obey Him. They are known by
their humility and their excessive remembrance of Allah, by their fasting and
their prayers, by their taking on responsibility for the poor among their
neighbors, the destitute and the orphans, and by their truthfulness of speech,
their reading of the Qur'an and their holding their tongues with the people,
They are the most trusted of the people, they are our followers. ., "7

Then he continwes: Do not be taken in by the various modes of behav-
ior. What is the use of a man saying he loves "Ali and he iollows “Ali and yet
he does not act accordingly? Likewise, what is the use if a2 an says 'l love
the Prophet of Allah and the Prophet of Allah is better than *Ali," and yet he
does nol act according Lo the Prophet’s injunctions and does not follow his
sunnah? His love Tor him is of no use. Feur Allah and act in order o attain
that which is with Allah. There is no blood rclationship between Allah and
any one of yvou. The most beloved and the noblest before Allah is he who

fears Allah most and is most active in obadience. By Allah, no one can ap-

proach Allah except by way of obedicnce. Allah will hold nothing against
anyone who is in true obedience, and that man is really our follower and our
beloved. He who disobeys Allah is our enemy.”

We who are living in this country have a unigue responsibility which
Allah has placed upon our shoulders. We must spread the Truth of Islam and
the Gur'an io a people wino are at 3 compiere loss. We must by our own ex-
amples gxhibit those Husavni gqualities of justice and truth which will stand
ot clearly ina land whers injustice and {aisehood e Lhe nele, We must act
as one jama'ah, united by the Book of Allah, and {ift the panners of Truth in
a fand where men of falschood are honored and men of Truth are disdained.
We musi actually strive to hive in the way that the bnam lived, and not comt-
promise in the face of wrongdoing. This, however. will not be possible uniil
we begin lu realize that the Return to Allah is moere important than any of
tite other goals which we may have set for ourselves in this world, {f we rea-
lize this, then we are fread from the seif-imposed bondage of hypocrisy, from
performing actions for others to see. If one czalizes that the Akhirah is more
inportant thoa this dunya, he no longer will tonl zo aftain what is hare but
will hegin to Lodl 1o actain what s with Allah, knowiong that this is what will
endure. It is then thal we will busy oursetves with the business of the Akhiruh,
It is then that we can begin to purity our intentions. 1t is then that our ac-
tions will become pure and in tune with our intentjions, We will then begin to
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His wasiyah s as follows:

. "lIn the name of Aflah, the Merciful. the Compassionate. This is the ad-
vice and wasivah from Husavno ibn “Adi bin Abi Talib, to his brother, Muham-
mad, who s known as ibn ul-Hanifivyah, stating that Husayn testifics that
there 15 no god but Allah, He {5 unique, He has no partner and that Muham-
mad is his slave and His Messenger who came with the Truth from the Truth.
I testify) that the Garden and the Fire are true and that the Final Hour is
coming without any doubt. I testify that Allah will resurrect those who are in
the praves and that I have not (undertaken this journey} with evil (intent) nor
in pride. nor in corruption nor as a tyrant, but rather ! have embarked (upon
this journey) to seek goodness and improvenment for the 'ummah of my grand-
father, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and his family. I
wish to enjoin goodness and forbid disobedience and to follow in the way of
my prandfather and my father, *Ali ibn Abi Talib. Whoever accepts me with a
truthful acceptance should know that Allah is the maost deserving of Truth.
Whoever rejects me in this matter, | will be patient until Allah"s decree be-
tweetl me and these people is carried cut in Truth, He is the best Judge. This
then is my vounsel and my wasiyah to you, O my brother, and my success is
only with Allah, T trust in Him and [ turn often w Him.™

Obviously, the life of Imam Husayn and the traditions which have been
passed down to us thiough many sources concerning the events leading up to
the massacre at Karbala, the massacre ttself and the occurences which took
place after it ure not merely stories from ancient history with which we are to
entertain ourselves. Nor are they stories which have been left to us to yearly
reenact, merely 4s some kind of outlet or attonement for wrong actions per-
formed throughout the year which we have no intention of discontinuing.
The person who repents from wrong actions must make the intention to
never perform those actions again. It is only then that the repentance will be
sincere and therefore accepted by Allah,

The history of Karbala is an example of both the highest aspirations of
man and the lowest depths to which he may sink in order {o attain something
which is absolutely fleeting. That man could sink to murdering the grandson
and heir of the Prophet Muhammad, may the peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him and his family, who was the seal of the Prophets and a Messenger of
Allah sent as a mercy to all the worlds, for the attainment of worldly wealth
and power, is a lesson to us about ourselves. If it were not for the grace of
Allah any one of us could be in the same position. Where is the wealth which
they attained? The end of those who sell their souls for such an insignificant
price can be nothing but the prison of fire and torment. Their intentions and
actions violate the laws which Allah has established for this creation — they
have violated the sunnah of Allah:

. Awd vowowitl never find a change in the Sunnah of Allah.
{Surat ul-Ahzab:62}

The laws ot Allah are constant. Greed, avarice, miserliness, envy, will ati
lead to the same place: it is the decree of Allah, it is destiny. Each ong of uy
has the potential to go the way of Yazid, may Allah curse him, Each one of
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Husayn} who are the memory of those loved ones who have departed from
me, O you who are a refuge for my loved ones who remain. Tt is as if 1 will
lose all those whom I hold dear to me today. That which is about to take
place is the same thing which happened to my father “Aii, my mother Zahra
and my brother Hasan.’

“The Imam consoled Zaynab and told her to be palient saying: ‘0O my
sister, take up the path of patience, and know that all of the people of the
world will die and none of the inhabitanis of the heavens will remain, Every-
thing shall perish but the Face of Allah who created the earth with His power,
Who sent the creation forth and to Whom all shall return. He is absolutely
unigue, alone. My father was beiter than | and my mother was beticr than 1,
My brother was also better than [. And the Messenger of Allah, may the peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him and his family, is an example for me and
for all of them. ™ '

There was indeed a good example for you [t the Messenger of
Allah for those who wanr Allah and the last day and who remem-
ber Allah much.

(Surat ui-Ahzab:21)

And seeking help by way of patience and salat, this is indeed a

mighty task except for those who are fearful. those that know

they will meet their Lord and that they shall return to Him.
(Surat ut-Bagarah:45-46)

According to the narrations of tbn Quluyah and Mas*udi, Imam Husayn,
upon him be peace, turned around alter he had prayed the salat of Fajr on
the day of his martyrdom and said the following:

“Surely Allah has given the permission for you and I te be killed on this
day. You must now be patient and continue to struggle,

“Paticnce, O noble ones, for death is nothing else but a bridge which you
must pass over from the difficulties and suffering {of this world) to the ex-
pansive gardens and eternal joy. Which one of you would dislike going from a
prison to a palace? Death for vour enemies is (the opposite), it is like going
from a palace to a prison and torment. My father related to me from the Mes-
senger of Allah, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: “The world
is the prison of the person of iman and (he garden for the one whe rejects
Allah. Death is a bridge for the first group to their gardens and a bridge for
the other ones to the Fire.” I have not been lied to (by the Messenger of Allah}
and I have not lied to you.”

Imam Husayn, upon him be peace, was himself a walking Qur’an, his way
was the way of the Qur’an. He lived and died carrying out the commandiments
of Allah. In his wasiyah which he left for Muhammad ibn ul-Hanafiyyah, he
speaks about the obligation to forbid disobedience and to comunand goodness
which is enjoined upon all Musiims by Allah in the Holy Quran:

And fetr there be among you a people who call 1o goodness and
enfoin to the good and who forbid disobedience, | |
{Surat Ali Imran:)04)
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fought against Imam ‘Ali and his sons, upon them be peace? Where is the
grave of Muwawiyah? Where is the grave of Yazid? Where is the grave of Abu
Sufyan? Where are the fruits of their victory? Where are the kingdoms? Where

are the Bani Umayyah? Those who ruled for one thousand months. The night

of Power Is better than a thousand months. Where are the ‘Abbasi’s? Their
victories were but hollow victories and their motives were so transparent.
Those who appeared to be the losers were ut reality the winners and will re-
main so until the Yawm ul-Qiyamah, The blood of Imam Husayn will always )
stand as a testimony against tyranny and oppression. The message that the
Imam taught was the message of the Holy Qurian:

The fove of the desires for women and children, for amassed
wealth of gold and silver, for steeds arraved in ranks, for cattle
and lands are made to appear beautiful to men. That is the provi-
sion of the worldly life, and with Allah is the beautiful return.
(Surat Ali Imran:14)

The one that understands the nature of the world understands ‘that it is
constantly passing away. Ultimately all {hat remains is al-Baqi:

Evervthing upon it {the earth) is perishing and the Face of your
Lord will remain, the Possessor of Glory and (renerosity.
(Surat ar-Rahman:26-27)

In a tradition related from Imam Zavn ul-Abidin, upen him be peace, he
relates that on the night of Ashura Imam Husayn was seated in his tent with
a number of his companicns when he spoke the following words of poetry:
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Oix time, fie upon you as a triend,

Zor how many of your companions and seekers have fajien in ine
mornings and nights;

and you will not be satisfied with any change {0 your nature).

Yet the affair is to the Exalted, the Sublime,

And every living thing is a traveller of the path (toward death}.

nun Zayn ul-Abidin, upon him be peace, said: “When [ heard this
pocm, | upderstood from it that he was speaking of his own death and an-
nouncing his martyrdem, My eyes filled with tears but refrained from weep-
ing. On heacng thess words my Aunt Zaynab, upon her be peace, after his
comipanions had departed, began to ery out: 'O wish 1 was dead so that |
would not he forced 1o wiiness such a dav, O you (she said, speaking to Imam

I g g
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spring of knowledge (of Allah), Can it be that they (our enemies) should
know and we be ignorant? This cannot be 50.”

The closeness of Imam Husayn to the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah
grant them both peace and blessings, is spoken of clearly in a tradition re-
lated by Imam Ja‘far as-Sadig, wpon him be peace, who said:

“Iibril, upoen him be peace, came down to Muhammad, may Aliah bless
hirn and grant him and his famnily peace, saying: ‘O Muhammad, T bring vou
the news ot a child who will be born to Fatimah and whom your 'ummah will
kill after you.” The Messenger of Allah, may the peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him, replied: ‘0O Jibril, I send my salams to my Lord, but I am not in
need of a child who will be born to Fatimah and killed by mv "ummah after
me.” S0 Jibril ascended to the heavens then descended once again saying: ‘0
Muhammad, your Lord sends you His salams and the news that He will place
the Imamate, the wilayah, and the wasiyah within your offspring.” The
Prophet replied: ‘I am contented.” Then he sent (the message) 1o Fatimah,
upon her be peace, (saying): ‘Allah has informed me of a child who will be
born to you and who will be killed by my 'ummah after me.’ She replied: ‘I
have no need of a child from me whom your ummah will kill after vou.” (The
Prophet) sent her (the message) that Allah would place the Imamate, the
wilayah and the prophetic heritage €that is, the wasiyah) within her offspring
to which she then replied: ‘I am contented.” ™ :

Then the Imam as-Sadig guoted the ayah:

And his morher carried him in difficulty and bore him in diffi-

cufty. ..
{(Surat ul-Ahqaf:15)

“Imam Husayn was niot nursed by Fatimah, peace be upon them both,
nor by any other woman, The Prophet, may the peace and blessings of Aliah
be upon him and his family, used Lo come to him and put his own thumb into
Husayn's mouth who would suck and receive encugh nourishment to suffice
him for two or three days, . .."7

Imam Husayn, upon him be peace, will stand as the example of self-
sacrifice and trust in Allah for the people of iman until the Yawm ul-Qiy-
amah, He knew with absolute certainty, the nature of this woerld and its de-
tects.

it is related in a tradition from bnam as-Sadig, upon hin be peace, who
said: At the time when help (from the angels) descended upon Husayn ibn
‘Ali at Karbala to the point that it extended from the heavens 1o the earth, he
was given a choice between this help and meeting Allah. He chose the meeting
with Allah.”

The goal of those who fought against imam Husayn was limited to ihe
pursuit and acquiring of mere worldly power and authority. For this they
were willing to kill the grandson of the Prophet of Allah. They were wiliing o
ignore the QGurian, the Book of Allah. Their immediate goal of worldly power
and domination over others was attained but where are they now? Few peo-
ple even know their names anymore. Where are the graves of those who
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His creation. They are the ones that the Messenger of Allah described as being
_like the ship of Nuh: whoever board it shall be saved and whoever miss it will
" perish, They are the Grace of Allah of which He spoke when He described the

fate of those who exchange His Grace {or worldly wealth and power, saying:

Have you wiot seen thase that exchange the Grace of Allah in re-
jection fof Him | and place themselves in the abode of destruciion,

Jahannam.
{Surat Ibrahim:28-29)

Imam Ja‘far as-Sadig, upon him be peace, recited the following ayah
from the Q’ur’an:

And remember me favors of Allah, perhaps you will be successful.
(Surat ul-A‘raf:69)

He then said: “Do vou know what the fuvors of Allah are?” (The man he
spoke to) replied: “No.” The Imam then replied: “They are the most sublime
blessings of Allah upon His creation, which is our wilayah” (guardianship).

This world i3 but an inn on the highway to the Yawm ul-Qiyamah. It is
through the example of absolute trust in Allah’s wisdom and fathomless
knowledge, exhibited by Imam Husayn, that we will find success both in this
world and the next, If we transgress the boundaries Allah has clearly estab-
lished for us in the Quian, and which the Prophet and the Imanis have further
detailed for us, we will have left the protection of Allah and brought about
our awn destiuction.

It is related by al-Kulayni that a man named Khaythamah related that
imam Ja“Tar as-Sadiq, upen him be peace, said to him, “0 Khaythamah, wc
are the tree of the Prophethood, the abode of mercy, the keys of wisdom, the
treasure-house of knowledge, the storehouse of the prophetic message, the
ones who are frequented by the Angeis and the storage place for the secrets
of Allah. We are that which has been entrusted by Allah to His servants, We
are the greatest sanctuary of Allah. We are the protection of Allah. We are the
Covenant of Allah. Whoever should break this covenant has broken the cov-
enant of proteciion with Allah.™”

imam Husyan. tike his brother and father, upon them be peace, was
raised in the house of the Prophet. The Prophet actually took charge of his
apbringing until his desth. then Tmwn "Ali, upon him be peace, took it on,
His knowledge was what he received from the Prophet himself, may the peace ~
and blessings of Allah be upon him and his famiy, while he was in the Proph-
e1’s house. On the journey to Karbala, at a stopping place called Tha'labivyah.
the Fmam was replying to someone who came to him, and during their conver-
sation the Imam asked which c¢ity he had come from and the man replied
that he had come from Kufa. The Imam, upon him be peace, said the fol-
[owing to hin!

“By Allah, il [ had met with you in Medinah § would have shown vou the
footprints of Jibrill in our house and the place where he descended with the
revelation to my grandfather. O Brother of the people of Kufa, we are the



.................................................................................. [ YT s VAAY) () gaadd lp...ng..’

Hasan and Husayn wouid have said to ‘Ali: *Allab sent down the command-
ment concerning us and concerning obedience to us in the same way that He
sent it down concerning you and concerning the obedience to you. We have
received (knowledge) from the Messenger of Alfah in the same way that you
received it from him and Allah has removed impurity from us in the same
way that He removed it from you?

“When “Ali passed away, Hasan, upon him be peace, was the most deserv-
ing of the Imamate because of his being older. When he died he did not ap-
point any of his own sons to that position, aithough Allah had stated {in the

Qurian).

And the closest relatives are nearer to one another in the ordi-
nance of Ailah,

{Surat ul-Anfal;75)

“Had he placed (the Imamate) with his son, Husayn, upon him be peace,
would have said (to him}: ‘Allah has commanded that I be obeyed in the
same way that He has ordered that vou be obeyed and that your tather be
obeyed. The Messenger of Aliah pave me knowledge as well as he gave it to
you and your father. Allah has removed impurity from me like He has re-
moved it from vou and your father. .. 77

The ones then who possessed the authority from Allah were the Imams
from the household of the Messenger of Allah, may the peace and blessings of
Allal be upon them all, and Allah with this ayah, Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger and the Possessors of authority among vou, has made obedience 1o
them obligatory. Likewise, the Messenger ot Allah made it absolutely clear on
rmany occasions tht *All ibn Abi Talib was his successor.

In a tradition related by al-Kulayni who reports it with its chain of
authorities relating that Sulaym ibn Qais said: *] witnessed the wili and test-
ament of ‘Amir ul-Mu’minin (*Ali bin 'Abi Tulib. upon him be peace) when
he appointed his son Hasan as his heir, Husayvn and Muhammad (ibn *Ali} wit.
nessed it as well as all of his other children and the leaders of his followers
and fanuly members, At that time he gave him (Hasan) 1 book and his WedD-
on and said to his son Hasan: "0 my son, the Messenger of Allah, may the
peace and blessings ot Allah be upon hini and his fantity, has commanded mte
to maske you my heir, and to hand my covenant {of the wasivah) and my
wegpon over to you. When he appointed me his heir and gave me his covenant
and his weapon, he alse caninanded me 1o order vou to appaint your brother
Husayn as your heir at the time of yvour death.’ He then turned to his son
Husayn and said: *“The Messenger of Allah, may the peace and blessings of
Alluh be upon him and his family, hay hikewise ordered vou to turn this over
to your son.” He then took the hand of “Ali ibn Husayn, and said to him: ‘The
Messenger of Allah has commanded you to win this over to your son Muham-
mad ibn ‘Ali and to give his salams from ths Messenger of Allah and from
me "

Those who oppose Husayn, upon him be peace, oppuse both the Book of
Allah and the explicit instructions of the Messenger of Allah. The DInams
from the house of the Prophet are the signs of the grace and favor of Allah to
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Tmam Ja‘far as-Sadig, upon him be peace, was asked about the meaning
of this ayah and he replied: “This ayah was sent down regarding *Ali ibn Abi
Talib. Hasan and Husayn, upon them be peace.” The person who was address-
sing the lmam asked him: *The people ask why is it that the Messenger did
not name ‘Ali and the members of his household in the Book of Allah?” He
answered: “Reply to them that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him
and his family, had the command concerning salat sent down te him and
Allah did not say whether the salat would contain three or four rak'ats until
the Messenger of Allah himsclf explained it to them. The instruction ¢concern-
ing zakat was sent down and it was not stated that one dirham should be
given for every forty dirhams until the Messenger of Allah explained it. The
jnstruction to perform the Hajj was sent down and Allah did not say: Per-
form seven tawafs,’ but it was the Messenger of Allah who explained the
ayah.”

The Imam continues concerning the ayah above: “This ayah was sent
down in regard to ‘Ali, Hasan and Husayn. The Messenger of Allah, may the
peace and blessings of Allah be upon hisn and his family, said {on several
notable occasions) about ‘Ali: ‘For whomever I have been his master and
leader so ‘Ali is his master.’ '

“He also said: ‘I admonish you to adhere to the Book of Allah and my
Al ul-Bayt for I have asked Allah to not separate them until He brings them
to me at the pool (of Kawthar), and He granted this to me.’

“The Prophet said also: ‘Do not teach them for they are more knowledge-
able than you.’ He also said: “You will never expel them from the door of
guidance nor will you ever cause them to enter intc the door of misguidance.’

“If the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bliess him and his family, had re-
mained silent and did not make clear who his Ahl ul-Bayt were, the family of
so-and-so or some one else would have made the claim. But Allah sent down
a gonfirmation for his Prophet in the ayah:

Indeed Aliah wants to remove impurity from you Ahl ul-Bayt and
to purify you a thorough purification.
{Surat ul-‘Ahzab:33)

“And the Messenger of Allah called *Alj, Fatimah, Hasan and Husayn,
uvpon them be peace, and placed them under his cloak while he was in the
house of *Umm Salamah, then he said: *O Allah, every prophet has a people
and an anchor and these are my people and my anchor.” ‘Umm Salamah
asked him, ‘Am I not one of your peoplé?’ He replied: “You are in goodness
but these are my people and my anchor.”

“When the Messenger of Allah, may the peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him and his family died, "Ali, upon him be peace. was the most deserv-
ing of the people because of all that he had received from the Messenger of
Allah and by virtue of the Prophet having stood with him before the people
and taking him by the hand {declaring Im 10 be his successor). When “Ali
passed on he could and did not inciude his sons Muhammad ibn ‘Al nor
‘Abbas ibn ‘Ali nor any of his other children in the Imamate. (If he had)
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In understanding the cvents of the life of Imam Husayn, upon him be
peace, it is necessary to understand his position in relationship to the Prophet
Muhammad, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and his family,
which necessitates an understanding of his view of the Qur’an and how this
view manifested itself in his actions.

[t is reported by al-Kulayni in his book a/-Kaff that lmam Ja‘far as-Sadiq,
upon him be peace, was heard saying: “Whoever opposes the Book of Allzh
and the sunnah of the Messenger of Allah, has rejected Ailah.”

To follow the Imams of the House of the Prophet, who ate the heirs of
the Messenger of Allah, may Allah’s blessings be upon them all, is to follow
the Frophet. The Imams did not bring anything new, But rather followed the
way of the Prophet with the knowledge they received one after the other in
direct succession from the Messenger of Allah.

[t is related in a tradition from Imam Ja‘far as-Sadig, upen him be peace,
that he said: *“The Prophetic heritage (that is the wasiyah) descended from the
heavens to Muhammad as a covenant. There were no sealed covenants which
had been sent down to Muhammad except this covenant of the wasiyah. (At
the time that Jibril brought it to Muhammad) he said: ‘O Muhammad, this is
your heritage and testament for your 'wmmah which is to be entrusted to the
members of your household” {the Ah! ul-Bayt}. The Messenger of Allah, may
the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and his family, replied: ‘Which
ones of the people of my house, O Jibril?” He answered: *The most excellent
among them with Allah as well as their offspring, so that they might inherit
from you the knowledge of the prophets in the way that Ibrahim left it as his
heritage and testament (to his offspring). This wasiyah should go to ‘Ali and
his descendants who come forth from him.”™

{The Imam continues his narration) saying: “There were seals placed
upon this wasiyah, The first seal was opened by ‘Ali, upon him be peace, and
he carried out whatever instructions were contained therein. Then Hasan,
upon him be peace, opened up the second seal and carried out whatever he
was commanded to do. When Hasan died and passed on, Husayn, peace be
upon him, opened the third seal and he found the command, *. . | fight, kill
and be killed, go out with a group of your people to your own martyrdom for
they will have no martyrdom without you.” So he did that. Before he passed
on, he handed it over to “Ali ibn Husayn, upon him be peace, who opened the
fourth seal and found the instruciion, . . . remain quiet and keen vour head
bowed, for the knowledge has passed behind a veil.” When he died he handed
it over to Muhammad ibn “Ali. upon him be peace, who opened its fifth seal
and found the command: ‘. . . explain the Book of Allah, confirm your fore-
fathers, pass this wasiyah on to your son, establish the 'ummah, stand up with
the Truth of Allah, speak the Truth in conditions of fear or security, and do
not fear anything but Allah. So he did that and passed the wasiyzh on to the
one who followed him .. ” (that is, to Imam Ja‘far, upon him be peace, who
related this hadith.)

in Surat un-Nisa’, ayah 59, Allah has said:

Cbey Allah and obey the Messenger and the possessors of author-
Ity among You. |
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as a forcetul reaction to challenge Muhammad’s action once again. The forces
of this reaction had already moved into motion with the rise of Muwawiyy,
but the succession of Yazid was a clear sign that the reactionary fForces had
mabilized themsclves and now re-emerged with {ull vigor. The strength of this
reaction embodied in Yazid's character, was now poweiful enough 1o sup-
press, or at least efface, the Prophet’s action. His conduct amounted to open
ridicule of Muhammad’s sunnah and the norms of the Qurian, He openly
defied the Prophethood of Muhammad and the revelation received by him.
Now this same Yazid had become the head of the Muslim community and
was asking Husayn to accept his authority. Husayn’s acceptance of Yazid,
with the latter’s reactionary attitude against Islamic norms, would not have
meant merely a political arrangment but an endorsement of Yazid’s character
and way of life as well. Thus the entire ethical and religious system of Islam,
in the thinking of Husayn, was now in dire need of the reactivation of
Muhammad’s action against the old Arabian reaction and required a complete
shaking up.

He realized that mere force of amms would not save Islamic action and
consciousness. To him it needed a shaking and jolting of hearts and feelings.
This, he decided, could only be achieved through sacrifice and suffering, and
therefore, in order to save Islam and its values. and the freedom of man and
his dignity, Husayn made onc of the greatest sacrifices in human history,
Eighteen male members of his family including a six-month-old son and 44 of
his companions were killed in front of him and then he himse!f 2id down his
life at the altar of truth and human rights. Husayn's body, already torn by
numerous wounds, was trampled under the hooves of the horses, his tents
were burnt and looted; the helpless women and children were shamelessly
paraded through the streets of iraq and Syria as captives, and were treated
with humiliation at the crowded courts of lbn Zivad in Kufa, and Yazid in
Damascus,

Husayn was fully aware of the extent of the brutal nature of the reac-
tionary forces. He knew that after killing him the Umayvads woufd make his
wife and children captives, and take them all the way from Kufa to Damas-
cus. This caravan of the captives of the Prophet’s immediate family would
publicize Husayn’'s message and would force the Muslims” hearts to ponder on
the tragedy. It would make the Mushims think over the whole affair and
would awaken their consciousness. This is exactly what happened; Husayn
succeeded i his purpose. 1t is difficuit today to evaluate exactly the impact
of Husayn’s actions oo Islamic morality and way of thinking because it pre-
vailed. Had Husayn not shaken and awakened Muslim consciousness by this
method, can it be said that Yazid’s way of lite would not huve become stand.
ard behavior in the Muslin: community. endorsed and accepted by the arand-
son of the Prophet. Even after Yazid, despotic rulers have held power in
Islam, and the character and persenal behavior of these despotic rulers bas
not been very different from that of Yazid. but the change in thinking which
prevailed after the sacrifice of Husavn alwoys served us a criterion of disting.
tion between the Ishumic voncept of leaderstip and the behaviar of tatali.
tariun and despotic rulers. Husayn tells the world that it is no use destroving
muan; we must destroy man’s anti-human actions and conduct. If rulers sre
overthrown but the systein remains unattered, nothing s gained.




5 SR I USRI SR (2 VEVT - p 1 AAT) (17 aaadl mmgell

provinces such as the Yemen or Persia, which were sympathetic to his house-
hold, cven though he was advised by some of his family members to do so.
Above all, had he acted promptly on the invitation of the Kufans, while
Umayyad control over the city was weak, he might have had a fair chance of
success in grasping lemporal power. In the six-month period before the battle
of Karbala, Husayn did nothing to consclidate his strength and military
power. Instead, throughout this period he was preparing hirnselt for a differ-
ent strateey of revolution.

Some of the writers on Karbala, fooking at it from the common stand-
ards of war and victory, describe Husayn’s action as an ambitious attempt to
wrest political power and as an error of judgement, Husayn’s numerous
speeches, addresses, letters and statements bear testimony to the fact that he
was fully aware of the situation and the consequences. Suffice it to point out
that on the road from Medina to Mecca, then at the (ime when he was being
the ‘House of God® for Kufa, and tinally throuwghout the journey from Mecca

. to Kufa he was informed and warned by dozens of people about the danger
and that “the hearts of the lragis were for him but their sweords were for the
Umayyads,” But Husayn’s replies to all of those who attemnpted to deflect
him from his purpose were always more or less in the same vein: “'[ leave it
to God to choose what is best. . _ . God is not hostile to him who proposes
thesjust cause.”

From these replies it is clear that Husayn was fully aware of the dangers
he would encounter and that he had a certain strategy and plan in mind to
bring about a revolution in the consciousness of the Muslim community. Fur-
thermore, it is alsovery clear from the sources, as has been pointed out above,
‘that Husayn did not try to erganize or mobilize military support, which he
easily could have done in the Hijaz, nor did he even try to exploit whatever
physical strength was availahle to him, On the contrary, from the moment he
left Mecca for Kufa, time and again he gathered those accompanying him and
asked them to leave him alone and go to safety, the last of these requests be-
ing on the night of *Ashura’. [s it conceivable that anyone striving for political
ascendancy would ask his supporters to abandon him? No one can answer this
question in the affirmative. What then did Husayn have in mind? Why was he
still heading for Kufa?

A caretul study and analysiz of the events of Karbala reveals that from
the very beginning Husayn was planning for a complete revolution in the reli-
gious consciousness of Muslims. All of his actions show that he was aware of
the fact that a victory achieved throuvgh military strength and might is always
tetnporary, because another stronger power can, in the course of time, bring
it down in ruins. But a victory achieved through suffering and sacrifice is
everlasting and leaves permanent imprints on man’s consciousness. Husayn
was brought up in the lap of the founder of Islam and had inherited the love
and devotion to the Islamic way of life from his father. As time went on, he
noticed the great changes which were rapidly taking place in the community
in réegurd 1o religious feelings and morality. The natural process of conflict
und struggle between acrion and reaction was now at work. That is, Muham-
mad’s progressive Islamic action had succeeded in suppressing Arab conserva-
tism, embodicd in heathen pre-Islamic practices and ways of thinking. But in
less than thirty years’ time this Arab conservatism had revitalized itself
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innovations have become active and energetic. If you listen to me and obey
my orders, I will guide you to the right path. May the peace and mercy of
God be upon you.”

There 1s space here only to give these two quotations from numerous
such staterments which Husayn made from the time he left Medina till his
martyrdom about six months later. These quotations are by themseives a
complete explanation of Husayns’s approach to the question of leadership as
well as of the function of religion in society. They also explain the duties of
an imam and the nature of the Imamate which was so distorted at this point
in1 Islamic history.

The main points which emerge from them are: (i) that an imam is one
who unites the people; (ii) that he should lead them to the right path and to
treth; (iii) that the Qurlan, as the Book of Gad, is an eternal truth, and the
duty of the imam is {o follow its maodel, and conduct his iife according to the
will of God; (iv) that the imam must make justice and honesty the corner-
stones of his life; (v} that truth in its most universal and absolute form must

be his only critericn; (vi) and that he must devote himself to the service of
God.

The functions of the imam enumerzted here are both particular and uni-
versal, descriptive and normative, and primary and evaluative; they can be ap-
plied in every society, time and epoch. They are particular, descriptive and
normative when read strictly in the context of Istam, and are universal, pri-
mary and evaluative if read in their general meaning which embiaces all reli-
gions and the whole of humanity. The key terms in Husayn’s declarations are:
the unity of people (which is basically a uvnity of purpose), the right path,
truth, jusiice and honesty, and devotion to the service of God. These are in
the essence of all religions as well as of Istam. Here religion is not separated
from the well-being of society, and secicty is based on the eternal reality
which creates consciousness in society.

An inseparably implied meaning of Husayn’s declaralions is that the
leader of men need not take an active part in politics or in governmental af-
fairs. His primary function is to serve hurnanity with ethical and normative in-
tegrity. He nmust creale moral consciousness and a sense of responsibility
which transcends the limits of the political community. He must serve social
and spiritual values, but uaforunately totalitarian and despotic reginies sub-
ordinate spiritual and moral activities to their ends. It is at this peint that
Husayn rises up to sct a new standard of leadership for challenging totalitar-
lanism, Gespotism and the forces of evil. There were two ways open to him,
one to mass his forces, gathier strength, power weapons and the military might
to combat the despotic rule of Yazid. This would not have been difficult for
the prestigions grandson of the Prophet if he had wanted to resort to such
action. But the actions of Husayn show that from the beginning to the end
his strategy aimed at a much higher goal than simply accession ta the cali-
phate, the term given to temporal authority in Islam. There is no evidence
that he tried, while at Mecca, to enlist active supporters from among the peo-
ple who gathered around him, or to propagate his cause among the great num-
bei of people who were coming to Mecca for the Hajj; there is also no evi-
dence that he attempied to send his emissaries to stir up any rebellion in the
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piness more than compensates for any lack of material pain, or for physical
pain and suffering. '

It is with this concept of religion in general and fslam in particular that
we should try to understand how the grandson of the Prophet of Islam, the
Imam Husayn b. ‘Ali, explains the meaning of religion and the function of re-
ligious leadership. The question of the leadership of mankind is the oft-
repeated topic of the Quran. Whenever the Qur'an talks about divine guid-
ance it also points out those who are entitled to guide. The Qurianic terms
for leaders of mankind are rasud, nabi and imam. The first two are specific
terms, whereas the word imam is used in a rather general sense for those who
are endowed with the special qualities with which he can lead others to right-
eousness and good deeds. Thus, for example, we read in the Qur'an that when
Abrahanm, the patriarch of the prophets was told by God “Behold, I make
you an imam (leader) of the people,” he asked: “And what about my otf-
spring?”* God replied: “My covenant will not go to evildoers.” Thus an imam,
ot leader. of the people is one who leads the people in all cases of conscience,
keeps the covenant of God remembered and the leaching of the Prophets
alive and effective. He is to protect the religio-ethical message delivered by
the messenger of God from being corrupted and changed, and to save 1t from
the reactionary forces which emerge from time to time.

The Message of the Prophet of lstam passed into the hands ot the wouldly
Umayyads within thirty years of his death. After the death of "Ali in 10/661,
Muwawiya b, Abi Sufyanappropriated the otfice of the leadership of the com-
munity for himself through the use of force and deceit and ruled the Muslims
for twenty vears. On Muwawiya’s death, his son Yuzid assumed the role of the
lsadership of the Muslims as the caliph in accordance with the tormer's unpre-
cedented testament. Yazid's anti-Islamic behavior and openly irreligious prac-
sices were well known throughout the Musiim world and earned tor him con-
tempt and disfavor, especially amang those who cared tor Lilamic religio-
ethical values. An embodiment of all sorts of vice, tyranny, injuste, oppres-
sion and despotic rule, Yuzid wanted Husayn 1o pay him homage as the leader
of the Muslim community and submit himself to his authority, That was the
crucial point in Islamic history when the meaning of religion had to be reas-
serted and the function of leadership redefined. This was dene by Husayn b.
‘Ali with the most effective method of sacrifice, suffering and martyrdont. In
reply Lo the letters written by the people o hag inviting him to come 16
Kufa und lake up their leadership. as they had no imam other than him,
Husayn wrole 1o them:

“From Husayn b, ‘Al 10 the believers and Mushims (of [ragk You have
fwviled me fo come to you hevause you have no inmam to guide you, and tha
vou hope my arrival there wall unite you in the right path and in the truth.
You must be clear about the fact thar the imam can only be one who follows
e Buok of God, makes justice und honesty his conduct and behavior, judgas
with trith. and devotes himselt 1o the service of God.™

[n response 1o the bvatation ol the people of Basr. Husayn rephed:

“ 1 have sent my messenger 1o you and | eall you to the Book ut God,
1nd the sunnal of his Prophet. the sunnah which has become obliteruted:
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and imparts courage in the enterprise of saving man from his inordinate de-
sires. As & discipline of the mind, it contains the key and the essential means
of coping with evil which threatens not only the dignity of man but his very
existence. It implies the submission of our thinking and conduct to eternal
truth. In its essence, religion is a summons to spiritual adventure. [t is not the-
ology, but practice and discipline. 1t is the only remedy for a pride of spirit
which has divorced itself from the eternal; when the human spirit defies its
sources and conditions and claims absolute self-sufficiency, it becomes insane
and suicidal. To restore the lost relationship between the individual and the
elernal is the purpose of religion. It is this basic and fundamental relationship
which alone can bring ease and hammony in man’s relationship with God, with
himself, with his fellow man or with the sceiety in which he lives, and wit}
nature. [f the relationship between the individual and the sole Creator is
oroxen, the enlire fabric of peaceful and meaningful human life will be
proken, It is this harmony which religions serve to establish, Islam betnsg the
last of them.

Islam means peace as well as submission to the will of God and this is the
essence of the Islamic concept of religion. The submission to God in Islam im-
plics, in attitude and action, s regulation of our lives. God, according to lslam,
is not a dogma but an idea’ and a regulative force in life, and a guarantee of
our nighest values. Thus the submission to God, the ‘Ideal’, with a firm Salief
in its reality, is a life both of virtue and inner happiness. A man who submits
mumself to God is true to his real self and, therefore, attains inner peacE,
which is'real happiness, and quite different from worldly pleasures, This hap-




IMAM HUSAYN'S
OF RELIGION

DERSHIP

By §. H. M. Jafii; reprinted from Al-Serat.

- QOnly now and again does there arise above the common level some rare
spirtt, who, having looked upon God face to face, reflects more clearly the di-
vine purpose, and puts into practice maore couirageously the divine guidances.
The light of such a man shines like a strong beacon on a dark and disordered
world. Our concepts of human values, human dignity and human freedom are
better understood today because there has come into is tife, among others, a
personality that is a flame of God. His suffering embodies the pride of man-
kind, and in his sacrifice is reflected the eternal patience of man’s greatness.
An intrepid spirit, an impregnable will-power, and a superhuman passion tor
truth and justice are his main characteristics. And that man is Husayn b, "Ali,
the grandson of the Prophet of Islam. He presents to us the purest, the most
elevating and the most inspiring ideal known to man. He js the one who
taught man that death is not worse than a dishonorable life. He showed the
world the real meaning of religion and the function of the leaders of mankind.

Religion as such is as old as man himself and is an inseparable part of his
history, and therefore it has always been an object of deliberation, specula-
tion, interpretation and also of rejection and criticism. From its earliest form
of animism, nature-worship or totemism to that of its purest form of mono-
theism, religion in its broadest sense symbolizes and arliculatles society’s most
basic values and commitments. Moreover, there is the elemental urge in man
not only to live, but 1o live nobly. When our passion for noble [tving receives
cosmic backing, we have the peculiar ardor of religion. There is no one who
does not raise at some time or other these fundamental questions: What am ]?
What is my origin? What is my destiny?

Religion is based on the discovery of the essential worth and dignity of
ihe individua! and his relation to a higher world of reality. When the human
heing perceives that he belongs to an order of reality higher than brute na-
ture, he cannot be satisfied by worldly success or materialistic achievements.
That he is capable of martyrdom for ideals shows that he lives in and for 2
world of eternal realitics. Worship is man’s reach out to the divine. Religion is
the discpline which touches the conscience and helps us to struggle with evii
and sordidness, saves us from greed, lust and hatred, releases moral power,
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it. Fearing that this piteous sight would cause his soldiers to mutiny, Ibn
Sa‘ad ordered one of his men, Hummula, to fire on the Imam. The arrow
pierced through Imam Husayn’s arm cutting the infant through the neck. The
baby died in his father’s arms.

Wounded, exhausted from thirst, his body smattered with the blood of
his baby son, Imam Husayn returned to the women’'s tents to bid them a last
farewell and warn them of the trials and tribulations that would befall them
after his death. Ta Zaynab, his beloved sister and close companion since
childhood, he entrusted the care of the women and children, particularly his
young daughter, Sakina, who was known for her strong attachmen! to her
father. He told Zaynab to bear with fortitude and patience that which Allah
had ordained for his Ahl ul-Bayt. *Ali Zayn ul-*Abidin, his only surviving son,
was lying helpless on his sickbed unable Lo join the battle. Imam Husayn went
to his bedside to appoint him as his successor, entrusting him to carry on the
Light of Muhammad to mankind, The young man, who was too weak io
stand unaided, struggled to his feet, begging his tather that he might be with
him in the final fight. Imam Husayn resirained him, reminding him of his
sacred dulies and of the blessed progeny that were destined to be his issue —
the future Imams of the Aht ui-Bayt.

All through that day, Imam Husayn had gathered the dead bodies of his
companions and brought them to his tent, Jaying them carefully side by side
to await burial. It was to this solemn task he returned during the last few
minutes of his life. And there, by the side of his tent, a group of enemy sol-
diers led by Shimr found him, Attacking fmam Husayn from every side, they
hacked his body to the ground. All the while, the women and children
watched horrorstruck. *Abdullah, the youngest son of Imam Hasan, threw
himself across the path of the soldiers trying to protect his uncle with his own
body, and was thus martyred. Finally, Sinan b. Anas b. *Amr severed the head
from the body of the mutilated Imam.

The mortal life of Imam Husayn had ended, but his memory lives on
eternaliy. By his sacrifice, he had revitalized Islam, saving it from corruption
and decay. Men had failen into caseful sloth and the great Light of Muhammad
had been closely followed by the darkness of Muwawiya and Yazid. The
shock of Karbala forced many to reconsider the meaning of true islam and
to question the extent of their commitment to Allah. The martyrs of Xarbala
had left for posterity the highest example of living Islam, The Fiuslims who
followed them might in the majority’s continued subservience to corrupt
muiers fall short of this ideal, but 4 standard of behavior had be=n set, Mone
could deny that the way of Imam Husayn was the way of Muhammad, may
Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace, the perfect man.

Tyrants might come and go; indesd, Yazid lived on to order the pillage
of Mecca and Medina, but never again did a caliph of either the Ummayad or
"Abassid houses attempt to extract an oath of allegiance from the Ah! ul-
Bayt, The defeat of the body was the victory of the ruh (spirit}, for the light
of Karbala guides us still,
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custom it was prohibited to fight in the month of Muharram in addition to
three other months in the lunar calendar. Hence the Imam would not allow
Fis men to act as the aggressors. As the heat of the day grew, Imam Husayn
came forward again and again to remind them in the name of Aflah and his
Messenger of the heinous crime they were about to commit, of his own rela-
tionship Lo the Prophet and the merits of his family. Each time their only re-
tort was that he must pay homage to Yazid.

A few, however, in the enemy camp had not been indifferent to the
words of Imam Husayn, for on the morning of the Ashura thirty nobles of
Kufa who were with Ten Sa‘ad had come over to Imam Husayn’s side electing
to die with him rather than face eternal dammnation. Hurr, the commander
who had obstructed the Imam’s way as he neared Karbala, had also been
brooding over the situation and finally chose to join Imam Husayn, bringing
with him his son, brother and a slave. Throwing himself at the fect of the
Imam, he begged to be allowed to give his life for him in redemption of the
crime he had committed by waylaying Imam Husayn’s path. To this Imam
Husayn gladly agreed and Hurr was one of the first to die in the battle.

As afternoon approached the fighting became fiercer and soon only the
Iman’s family remained living. Then one by one they too gave up their lives.
First was *Ali Akbar, the son of Imam Husayn, who was said to look so like
the Prophet that when he went into baltle the enemy (orces were temporarily
stunned, believing that the Prophet himself had risen again to aid his beloved
grandson. Yet they stopped only for a moment, and the boy was attacked
from all sides and fell with a lance pierced through his breast. He died before
his father’s eves even as Imam Husayn prayed to Allah that this sacrifice of
his dearest son would be acceptable -in His eyes. Qasim, the son of {mam
Hasan, begged his uncle that he too might join the fight presenting him with a
closed letter that had been written by his father, Imam Hasan, with instruc-
tions that he should open it only when the worst calamity befell him, The
note instructed Qasim that when a time came that his uncle Husayn was be-
seiged by his enemies on all sides and when every true lover of Allah and the
Holy Prophet laid down his life defending the cause of truth, Qasim must sac-
rifice his life on behalf of his [ather. Imam Husayn remembered it had been
his brother’s wish to marry one of his daughters to Qasim. He therefore cele-
brated the wedding of his nephew to his daughter Fatima Kubra. The wed-
ding cereinony completed, Qasim departed to the batile fray, and after killing
five famous warriors from the enemy forces fell from his horse, his uncle
walching helplessly as the cavalry trampled his body to death. Even "Aun and
Muhammad_ the ten and nine year old sons of Zaynab, the sister of Imam
Husayn, on their mother’s instruction, entered the batile ground giving up
their young lives with the other marlyrs of their family. "Abbas, the half-
brother of Imam Husayn, his steadfast comfort and support throughout ali
these evenls, was cut down after 2 valiant dash to the river to obtain water for
the thirsty children. Trmam Husayn, answering the call of his sister, Zaynab,
went to the women's tent where he found his six-month old son, ‘Al al-
Asghar. whose mother’s milk had run dry, dying of thirst. Taking the baby in
his arms he went towards the enemy forces begging them to bring water for
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tains from where, reinforced by twenty thousand warriors from the local
tribes, he would be able to mount an attzck on his enemies. He refused to do
this although to continue as he was doing meant certain death.

On the third of Muharram ‘Umar b. Sa‘ad arrived with an army of 4 000
men with instructions from [bn Ziyad to blockade the road to the Tiver, cut-
ting off the Imam’s water supplies. By the 7th of Muharcam the little band
was without water; women and babies gasping in the desert sands. Ibn Sa‘ad,
although reiuctant to shed the blood of [mam Husayn, still refused to give the
women and children anything to diink. Ibn Zjyad, impatient with Ibn Sa‘ad’s
Inaction, sent him a message by Shimr ordering him to attack lmam Husavn
mnmediately or hand over the command of the army to Shimr. It was this
very same Shimr who, when imprisoned in Kufa by Hazrat ‘Ali, had begged
Imam Husayn to intercede on his behalf. When Imam Husayn made the ap-
peal, Hazrat “Ali asked him if he realized that this very man would be his
murderer and the torturer of his family.

Ion Sa‘ad, afraid of |osing his command, proceeded to march on the
carnp. Imam Husayn sent his half-brother *Abbas and a handful of men to ask
the commander for a night’s respite. This was granted. Thus on the eve of the
10th day of Muharram Husayn assembled his family and supporters and
spoke to them accordingly:

“I give praise to Allah who has honored us with the Prophet, has taught
us the Qur'an and favored us with His deen. | know of no worthier com-
panions than mine. May Allah reward you with all the best of His regard.
1 believe tomorrow our end will come . . . [ ask you all to leave me alone
and to go away to safety. I free you from your allegiance to me and I do
not hold you back. Night will provide vou with a cover, use it as a steed.”

Soon only a few remained in the camp. They spent the night reading the
Qurlan, and in prayer and supplication, preparing for their assured end. On
the. morning of the Ashura fmam Husayn drew up his army of 72 men, who
ranged in age from the seventy year old Muslim b. Aswaja to Qasim the four-
teen year old son of Imam Hasan. Dressed in the cloak of the Prophet, per-
fumed with musk, the Qur’an raised in his hand, the Imam rode alongside his
men addressing them thus: '

"0 Allah, You are my only Trust in every calamity, You are my only
hope in every hardship, You are the only promise in the anxiety and dis-
tress in which hearts become wesk and action becomes slight, in which
one is deserted and forsaken by his own friends, and in which the ene-
mies take malicious pleasure and rejoice at his misfortungs. O Allah, I
subrait myself to You, my complaint is to You alone against my encmies
and to You alone is my desire and request. Who else other than You can
relieve me from grief. You alone are the Custodian of every blessing and
the Master of every excellence and the last resort for every desire.”

The enemy on hearing his words retorted with vile insults. Still Imam
Husayn would not Ict his companions fire a single arrow. For according to
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messenger, Qays b. Mushir as-Saydawi, who had been carrying a letter to the
Kufans informing them of the Imam’s imminent arrival, had been captured
‘nd killed. Qays had been thrown from the rooftop of Ibn Ziyad's palace In
Kufa when he refused to curse Imam Husayn to save his own life. On hearing
of this faithful follower’s death, Imam Husayn is reported to have quoted a
verse from the Qur’an: Among the believers are men who have been e (o
their convenant with Allah. Some of them have completed their vow {sacri-
ficed their lives} and some others are waiting {to die) but they have never
changed {their intent) in the last (Al-Ah7ab:23). “O Allah make Paradise an
abode for us (the survivors) and for them (the murdered) and unite both of us
in a resting place under Your mercy and make Your reward our only object
of desire and our treasure.” He then warned his followers that they were
marching towards certain death, and that any who had joined him in search
of worldly gain should leave him. Many who had joined him as he travelied
did leave at this juncture.

As Imam Husayn drew closer to Kufa, he learned of the strong military
presence at al-Qadisiva and changed his route. The enemy, however, so0n
realized his change of plan and sent a contingent of 1,000 soldiers under the
command of Hurr b, Yazid at-Tamimi al-Yarbu'i to intercept Imam Husayn.
By the time Hurr’s troops reached [mam Husayn, peace be upon him, they
had run out of water and were dying of thirst in the savage desert sun. Imam
Husayn on hearing their plaintive cries for water ordered that all his camp’s
reserves be distributed to the enemy force; he himself served the Umayyad
soldiers with the precious supplies of water. ‘Hurr, an honorable man, had no
wish to harm the grandson of the Prophet, and although he and his forces
marched close by the Imam’s, keeping them under close surveillance, he used
no force against him. Such was his respect for Imam Husayn, peace be upon
him, that he prayed behind him at the hours of prayer. As they marched,
Hurr received a message from lbn Ziyad ordering him to prevent lmam
Husayn from making camp except in the open desert away from water. When
(mam Husayn’s men heard this one of his companions suggested that they at-
tack Hurr's small contingent before reinforcements arrived, but the Imam re-
fused on the grounds that he would not instigate any hostilities. On the 2nd
of Muharram 61 A.H. (2nd October 680 A.D.) Imam Husayn reached the
plain of Karbala and ordered that camp be pitched there.

He summoned the owners of the plain and purchased the area from them.
He then gifted it back to the local people, informing them that on the tenth
of the month they would see the headless corpses of himself and his followers
lving on the ground. He begged them to take the bodies-and give them proper
burial. He also entrusted to them the responsibility of acting as hosts to the
many pilgrims who would in future years visit their tombs.

With every step he took Imam Husayn seemed to be conscious of his
tryst with destiny. Before he rcached Karbala four leading Shi‘as of Kufa
managed to reach him to warn that certain death awaited him there. Thea
guide, Tirimmah b. "Adi at-Ta%, offered to lead himr to safety in the moun-
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of the people. Meanwhile Yazid, hearing of the support of the Kufans for
Imam Husayn, sent Ibn Ziyad, the ruthless Governor of Basra, with authority
to take over the governorship of Kufa from the weak Nu‘man b. Bashir. Ibn
Ziyad was given instructions to crush the Shi‘a movement as quickly and as
brutally as possible. Within a few days of the new Governor’s arrival the
leaders of the town had been bribed to desert the cause of Imam Husayn and
the people threatened with instant death and confiscation of property should
they even be suspected of being supporters of the Imam. So the Kufans de-
serted their Imam despite their promises as they had done his father and
brother at their time of need. It must be remembered that although many of
those who swore allegiance to Imam Husayn threugh Muslim were sincere
spiritual seekers, the majority would have been politically motivated. The
enmity between the area we now call Iraq and Syria was such that the people
of Kufa would not have welcomed the rule of either Muwawiya or Yazid
backed by Syrian troops.

The hapless Muslim tried to organize an immediate revolt, but he found
no support and had ro wander homeless and hungry through & town in which
a few days previously he had been feted. He was soon arrested and beheaded
by Ibn Ziyad together with Hani b. Urwa, the man in whose house he had
stayed in Kufa, The bodies of the martyrs were dragged through the streets of
the city and left to hang for many days at the gates of the city asa warning
to all Shi‘as. Realizing that his arrest was imminent, Muslim had despatched
hiz two young sons in the direction of Mecca to warn Imam Husayn of the
situgtion in Kufa. Tired and hungry the two lads made their way through the
desert, Finally they took shelter with a kind woman, only to meet their death
at the hands of her husband for the sake of the blood money on their heads.

The very day Muslim was beheaded in Kufa, Imam Husayn, peace be
upon him, left Mecca for Kufa accompanied by a small band of close friends
and family. He had intended to stay in Mecca for the Hajj but decided to
leave when he heard that Yazid had sent soldiers disguised as pilgrims to mur-
der him as he performed his Hajj. Imam Husayn could not risk the desecra-
tion of the Holy Ka‘abah. Stunned by his decision to leave them on the very
eve of the pilgrimage, the people of Mecca came to ask him the reason for this
surprising move, To this Imam Husayn replied, “This vear’s Hajj [ have to per-
form at Karbala.” When asked what animals would be sacrificed, Imam
Husayn replied, “In this Hajj I have to offer the sacrifices not of animals hut
of my own family.” Emam Husayn brought his half-brother ‘Abbas, his eight-
cen year old son “Ali al-Akbar, his nephews Qasim, *Aun and Muhammad. and
others, and showing them to the people declared, “These are my sacrifices.”

As Imam Husayn, peace be upon him, and his party travelled towards
Kufa, Ibn Ziyad was enforcing the most stringent restrictions on the Kufans.
He blockaded all roads leading to Kufa from the Hijaz and set up strong mili-
tary surveillance of all border areas. Everybody was forbidden from entering
or leaving the territory of Kufa, At Thatlibiya Imam Husayn received word of
the murder of Muslim and Hani b, Urwa. Then al Zubala he heard that his
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der Imam Husayn on the spot rather than let him leave the palace without
having taken the oath of allegiance, Walid, who was sympathetic to Imam
Husayn, would not do this and Imam Husayn left him in safety. Two days
later accompanied by most of his family and close supporters he escaped to
Mecca by night,

Once in Mecca Imam Husayn, peace be upon him, was inundated by re-
quests from Shi‘a groups to take up an active role as their leader and over-
throw the tyrannical rule of Yazid. Chief among the petitioners were the
Shi‘as of Xufa who had also been the first to acclaim the caliphate of Imam
Hasan. Although Kufa was a Shi‘a stronghold peopled by many loyal and sin-
cere men, both Hazrat ‘Ali and Imam Hasan had found that when times were
difficult the promises of the majority had come to naught. Hence Imam
Husayn sent them word that he was sending his cousin Muslim b. "Agil to as-
certain the state of affairs in Kufa. If he reported favorably the lmam would
come to them. However, they must be aware that he had no taste for temporal
power and his sole function was to interpret the Holy Quran, and in leading a
life of justice and henesty dedicate himself to the service of Allah. The role of
the Imam is fully described by Imam Husazyn in his letter to the Shi‘as of
Basra:

“allah chose Muhammad from among His people, honored him with His
Prophethood and selected him for His message. After he warned the peo-
ple and conveyed His message to them, Allah took him back unto Him-
self. We, being his family, his close associates endowed with the quality
of guardianship, his trustees and vice regents, and his heirs and legatees
are the most deserving among all the people to succeed him, But people
preferred themselves over us for this. We became contented, disliking dis-
senition, and anxious to preserve the peace and well-being {of the com-
munity) though we were fully aware that we were more entitled to this
{leadership) than those who had taken it for themselves. . . .1 have sent
my messenger to you and I call you to the Book of Allah, and the
Sunnah of His Prophet, the Sunnah which has become obliterated and in-
novations have become active and energetic. If you listen to me and obey
my instructions 1 will guide you to the right path. May the Peace and
Mercy of Allah be upon you.”

Could the man who wrote this letter have acknowledged the rule of one
who openly mocked the message of the Prophet? The very purity of his being
rendered martyrdom inevitable. Even the conniving Muwawiya who paid at
least lip service to the laws of Islam was preferable to the {lagrant atheism of
Yazid against which all true believers were bound to fight, until they or he be

. destroyed.

The inhabitants of Kufa received Muslim with enthusiasm. Nearly 18,000
people pledged their allegiance to Imam Husayn, peace be upon him, at the
hand of Muslim. The latter was so impressed by this reception that he wrote
to Tmam Husayn encouraging him to come to Kufa and take up the leadership
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and invited him to lead them against Muwawiya. Imam Husayn, peace be
upon him, honoring his brother’s treaty with Muwawiya, refused to accept
their offer and told them to stay at peace so long as Muwawiya ruled.

Insofar as the jihad of Imam Hasan lay in the path of restraint, so the
destiny of his brother Imam Husayn was played out against the field of ac-
tion. Two sides of the same coin, the Hasanayn shared the blessings of close
proximity to their grandfather, the Prophet, during the early vears of their
childhood. Many stories are told of the loving companionship bestowed upon
the boys by Muhammad, may Allah bless him and his family and grant them
peace, who called them, "Chiefs amongst the youths of Paradise.” The
Prophet is reported to have said, “Husayn is of mc and ! am of Husayn.”
Shaikh Saduq reports from Huzaif Yamani, “1 saw the Holy Prophet holding

- the hand of Husayn and saying, ‘O people! Know this Husayn, son of *Ali and

Fatima, know that by the One {Allah) in whose hand is my soul, that he
(Husayn) is of heaven, and his friends will be the inmates of heaven.’”

Here was a man raised in the very cradle ot Islam; his life dedicated from
birth to Allah, knowing nothing but the path of service. Various hadjths
{(traditions) collaborate that the Prophet and the Ahl ul-Bayt, including Imam
Husayn himself, were aware of his future martyrdom. His whole life was but a
preparation for the appointed time when it was incumbent upon him to make
the supreme sacrifice of the lives of himself, his family and friends. With the
death of Muwawiya this time had arrived.

On Muwawiva’s death his son Yazid was proclaimed caliph thanks to the
former’s strong military control of the Muslim werld and the carefully placed
bribes by which he had attempted to secure Yazid’s succession. The so-called
‘Commander of the Faithful® was a notoriocus reprobate whose public wine-
drinking and licentious behavior has never been denied hy any historian. De-
spite the acknowledgement by the tribes of the Mushm empire, Yazid was
aware that his title was not secure untii he had received homage from the four
most respected men of Islam, who were all sons of the Cam»e—inng of the
Prophet. These were Imam Husayn, Abdullsh b. as-Zubayr, Abduliah b,
‘Umar, and Abd ar-Rahman h. Abu Bakr. Despite many attempts, Muwawiya
had been unable either with bribes or coercion to secure their support to his
son’s succession. As soon as his father was dead Yazid sent 2 messenger to
al-Walid b. ‘Utba, the Governor of Medina, commanding him to extract honi-
age from these four men, particularly Imam Husayn, peace be upon him, who
sihould he killed if he refused. The Governor duly summeoened Imam Husayn in
the middle ol the night. Realizing thal this urgent sunumnons must mean
luwawiya was dead, the Imam took a contingent of hus supporters witi tiin
fo the Governor's palace, as a protective measure, When the Governor asked
him for homage, Imam Husayn replied that for an act of homage to be valid
it must be made in public, therefore the people should be summoned to the
mosque the next day, and he would ask their counsel as to whether he should
pay homage to Yazid Marwan b. al-Hakam, an old enemy of [slam who had
been expelled from Medina previously by the Prophet, advised Walid to mur-




e — e e ———

.................................................................................. (=2 V4L p V44T (1) daall 4 aaedl

60,000 men, Muwawiya began a slow march against the caliph. He had no de-
sire for a swift confrontation as it was not in his interests 1o defeat Imam
Hasan in battle or kill him at this juncture, as the latter’s death would simply
mean the emergence of another contender from the Ahlul-Bayt. His scheme
was rather to induce Imam Hasan to abdicate in his favor, thereby giving
some legal validity 1o an otherwise tenuous claim. In a letter written to
Muwawiya at this time, Imam Hasan argued his family’s claim to the caliphate
on the grounds of the Ahl ul-Bayt’s position as the spiritual heirs of the
Prophet from whom the authority of the caliphate sprung. In his reply
Muwawiya did not deny the Prophet’s family’s exalted position in Islam but
rather defended his claim on the premise that practical experience rather than
spirituality was the neccssary qualification for the leadership of the commu-
nity and that the caliph should be a man whose political and military strength
enablcd him to preside over the cxpansion of the Muslim empire.

The vacillating Iragis who had been the first to acclaim Imam Hasan
proved easily amenable to Muwawiya’s bribes, and the caliph’s position was
suoon thieatened from within, In the ¢nsuing confusion, lmam Hasan decided
that in order to avoid further bloodshed he should abdicate in favor of
Muwawiva on condition of the latter’s acceptance of the following treaty
which Muwawiva duly agreed to:

1. That Muwawiya should rule strictly according to the Holy Qurian and
the Sunnah of the Prophet.

2. Thut Muwawiva should not appoint or nominate anyone to the cali-
phate after him, but that the choice should be left to the Muslim
people,

3, That the people will be left in peace, wherever they are in the land of
Allah.

4 That the persecution of the Shi‘as, the followers of ‘All, should imme-
¢iatsiy be stopped, their lives, properiies and families guaranteed safe
condugt and peace.

5. That no harm should be done secretly or openly against Imam Hasan,
his brother Husayn or any of the Ahl ul-Bayt,

Imam Hasan’s sole concern was the continuation of pure Islam. He real-
ized that battte with Muwawiya would probably end in defeat and the slaughter
of many of the sirong Zhi‘as. For this reason he gave up a position which was
pnly meaningful to him if it enabled him to guide people towards Allah. His
sacritice was paiience and forcbearance in adversity, his achievement Lo pre-
serve the Shia movement as a living entity, albeit undercover, until a time
when strengthenad and expanded it might rise again,

The Imam retired to Medina to lead a life of prayer and teaching. How-
ever, Muwawiya’s plan to secure the succession of the caliphate for his son
Yazid required that Imam Hasan predecease him. He therefore bribed one of
the Imam’s wives, Ju'da bint al-*Ash’ath, to poison him in 40 A.H. (669 AD .},
The Shi‘ss of Xufa then acclaimed his brother lmam Husayn as his successor
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The love of the Prophet for Hazrat ‘All is illustrated by many hadiths
(traditions), chief among them are the following:

“*Ali and I are of one and the same Divine. Light.”
“I am the City of Knowledge and *Ali is its Gate.”
“0 "Ali! You are my brother in this world and the next.”

“O ‘Ali! You are to me as Aaron was to Moses, save that there is no
prophethood after me.”

Yet three times Hazrat ‘Ali was passed over and the caliphate moved to
Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman. On each occasion Hazrat ‘Alj decided
against fightmg for the caliphate despite his firm conviction that he was the
rightful successor to the Prophet, His dedication to the continuation of uni-
fted Islam was such that he could not instigate any internal conflict which
might destroy the young and wulnerable Muslim community. Rather he
elected to retire from public life, helping the caliphs whenever necessaty in the
inierests of the people, and refusing to lead any rebellions against them. The
favoritism shown by ‘Uthman to his relatives, the Bani Umayya, and to cer-
tain of the wealthier families connecled with them, had caused much hatred
against him. Finally a violent mob beseiged his house. Although Hazrat ‘Ali
sympathized with the complaints against ‘Uthman he had played a key media-
tory role. He even placed his sons, Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn, cutsids
‘Uthman’s house to protect him, The mob, however, overpowered them aad
gaining eniry to the house murdered “Uthman, When Hazrat “All heard the
news he rushed to the scene of the murder. Jt is said that he was so angry
with fmams Ifasan and Husayn for their failure to defend the caliph that he
struck them.

The pecple begged Hazrat ‘Ali to accept the caliphate. To this he reluc-
tantly agreed being fully aware that his enemies would then accuse him of
complicity in the mucder of *‘Uthman. As he expected, Muwawiya b, Abu
Sufyan, Governor of Syria, used his relative’s murder as an excuse to question
the validity of Hazrat *Ali’s appointment, and demanded vengezance on ‘Uth-
man’s murderers. Muwawiya, a strong and capable administrator, had been
appointed as Governor of Syria by “Umar, his position endorsed by ‘Uthman.
The son of the Prophet’s old opponent Abu Sufyan, he had ferged a consider-

able power base for himself in Syria, and now cherished ambitions to seize

the caliphate for himself and his family. He also feared that once Haziat “Alj
had consolidated his own position the latter would try to remove the Syrian
governorship Itom his hands. The forces of Hazrat "Ali and Muwawiya met al
the indecisive Batile of 5i{fin, but befores a more final confrontation could
take place Havrat “Ali was murdered in the mosque at Xufa on 21 Ramadan
40 AH. (25th January, 661 A.D.).

Imam Hasan, the eidest son of Hazrat ‘Ali, was proclaimed caiiph by

40,000 people in Kufa after his father’s murder. Muwawiva immediately

denounced his appointment. Through bribery and his extensive espionage net-
work he worked to undermine Imam Hasan's position. Then with an crmy of
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This article i3y dedicared by the writer, Umm Hussain, a Scottish
Muslim, to the memory of Imaem Muhammad Baqgir as-Sadr who re-
migined true o the teachings of his Master fmam Husavn, peace be
upon him, and following in his beloved fooisteps gave up his life in
the struggle for truth. May his sacrifice inspire the living to ceasiess{y
strive against the powers of evil whenever arnd wherever they arise,

The battle of Imam Husavn and Yazid is the relentless battle between the
higher and lower nafs waged daily in the hearts of men, the cternal Karbala of
the seif. As we enter the month of Muharramm, Muslims the world over remem-
ber the martyidom of Imam Husayn and keep the Ashura, the anniversary of
his death, as a day of solemn mourning. But what is the use of the wailing and
the beating of breasts if the memory of Imam Husayn is buried in emotionat-
ism conveniently separated from our lives in a world where daity the heirs of
Imam Husayn struggle against modern Yazids. [f his death is to have any
meaning for us today we must ask ourselves, who was this man? Why did he
die? What did he teach us?

Contemporary documentation s ciear on the tollowing facts: on the
10th of Muharram 61 A.H. (9th October, 680 A D.) a1 Karbala, Iraq, Husayn,
heloved grandson of the Prophet Muhammad, second son of Amir ul-Mu'minin
Ali ibn Ali Talib and Fatima Zahra, was slaughtered along with many of his
family and cluse fcllowers by the armies of Yazid b. Muwawiyah, self-styled
Caliph of Islam. The reason for Imam Husayn’s death was his retusal 1o ac-
knowledge and pay homage to Yazid, a notorious debauchee who a}pr:nlw
flaunted the laws of Islam, and the leader of the Muslim world,

The issuc al stake was not an isolated conflict beiween two men of dif-
fering ambitions and viewpoints buot the resolution of that key question
whicl is still a matter of contention today -- what manner of man has the
right to rule the Muslim world - the spiritwal heir of the Frophet or onc of
worldly strength and power? Are men to be led by the light of Muhammad or
by brute force? Can there be a split beiween the secular and spiritual in light
of the knowledge of tawhid {unity) which permeates the teachings of the
Prophet? Can a man place himself at the mercy of a ternporal ruler when his
only allegiance is to Allah? This split was unacceptable to knam ‘Ali and to
his sons. Hasan and Husayn, peace be upon them all,

When the Prophet addressed the people at Ghadir-um on the return
journey from his last Hajj, it is recorded that he said: { leave behind amidst
vou two great things. the Book of Allah and my AhJ ul-Bayt (the Prophet’s
fomily). Should yvou be attached to these two, never, never will you go astray
from me, for verily these two will never part company until they both meer

nte at the Spring of Kawther (Paradise).” Then he continued: “The Lord.,

Allah Almighty, is my Master and 1 am the master of every true believer.”
And taking the hand of Hazrat “Ali in his hand he raised it, and over the vast
assembly declared: *He is the master of al! those whose master T have been. O
Allah love those who tove *Ali and hate those who hate =him.”
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