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PREFACE

This book is intended primarily to study Arabic script and the
art of its development since its beginnings.

First of all, attention is drawn to the difference between
writing in a linguistic official style (state letters) and writing for the
purpose of scripture and calligraphy. The latter is our main concern
in this study. Special attention is paid to the development of early
Arabic script as it appears in the Prophet’s letters and other earlier
remains.

Linguisticaly speaking, calligraphists were known as writers
(Kuttab), script as (Kitaba) and the book as (Kitab), thus the title of
our book derives its name from these meanings, since it is related to
the script, its industry and ornamentations.

This book is composed of an introduction and six chapters.

The first chapter deals with the Arabic script, i{s origin,
theories concerning its rise and development and its relation to
Nabatean script. It also deals with the inscriptions discovered in the
sites of Zibd, Asis, Harran and Um al-Jimal.

The second chapter deals with the Arabic script during the
pre-Islamic period, script found on parchment and with that of the
Prophet’s letters to the Kings. A close attention is given to its
development during the reign of the first four caliphs.

Chapter three deals with the various inscriptions found at the
dam of Mu’awiya and at the mosque of the dam. Special attention is
given to Kor’anic calligraphies. These were written by proffessional
writers using vocalisation and diacritic marks to secure the
correctness of the Kor’anic text,

Chapter four deals with the calligraphy in the Abbasid era
which flourished and became remarkable profession. Many
distinguished calligraphists appeared in this era such as Ibn Muqla,
Ibn al-Bawwilb and Yaqut al-Musta’simi. Script styles like Kufic,
Maghribi, Persian and Raihbani became wide spread. A detailed
review is given to the different kinds of script, to tools and to the
materials used for writing; such as Parchment and Papyrus. The
progress of paper industry had a remarkable effect on publishing
books and on the cultural process in Iraq, Syria and the Islamic
West.

Chapter six, the last and' longest chapter, dealt with the
materials and tools used in writing; their kinds and specifications.

PREFACE
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