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Justice A, D. Russel:
The Martyr of Karbala

From age to age, on Virtue's age,
Shall Tive the deathless story,

His loss remain the Martyr's gain,
His shame the Martyr's glary,

Till truth shall lie, and Honor di¢,
And time itselfbe hoary.

“Arise Husain, arise,

Chief of the Prophet’s seed;

Fling broad thy banner o the skies,
And come with utmost speed,

Or ere the throne of the All-Wise
Usuped be by foul Yazid".

He's donned his armour bright,
His father's sword girt on;

The sword of Al as the might

0f the Destroyer's own:

And he is off ere moming light
Across the desert wide and long,
“Now, Kufa, keep thy word!

To the good cause be true;

Yazid has sent a giant horde

To march thy provincs through;
The hirelings of his father’s hoard,
Who grace or mercy never knew.”
They bore his god-like head aloft,

50

pli

JA)

ezl B maitl) oY Ll

His mouth struck with their whips.

“0 mouth, that | have seen so oft,

Acteem with angel quips,

n baby-kisses, warm and soft

Pressed to the Prophet's lips!” 30
0 body, trampled, fouled, disdained,

Which chermed the gazer's eye,

The blood from out thy veins that drained

Was heaven's electuary,

No horses hooves were ever stained 35
In so diving a dye.

(0 barren plain of Karbala,

With herb, nor yet with sod

Be clad eternally; for ah!

There, overwhelmed, down-trod, 40
The holy son of Fatima

Gave up his soul fo God!*

* Khurshed, ed, fmam Husain, 2 ed., pp. 136-140.

L. 19. Kufa, or al-Kufa (Arabic al-Kifa), is a town on western
bank of the Fuphrates. It is now quie close to al-Najaf. Al-
Kufa served as a seat of [mam 'Ali's government, hence a
refuge and center for the Shites. Just prior to the Karbala
incident, several of its inhabitants wrote letiers of invitation to
mam ol-Husain; however, most of them betrayed him and
partcipated inthe unbalanced war against him in Karbala

5l
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H. Wells:
Imam Husain

Pitched upon the scorching desert,

The tent of Husain lay,

Encompassed round with Satan’s hounds

Upon that black sad day.

They numbered less than eighty strong, 5
Women and children too,

While Yazid’s thousands stood around,

Awaiting the fiend’s might.

Driven away from the cooling stream,

His children waiting for water. 10
Awaiting with patience extremely sublime

Like sheep for the butcher’s slaughter.

Oh! How valiantly fought that pitiful few,

Against Yazid’s wild murderers,

Fought with a courage unequalled in Time 15
Fought with a fierceness that was surely Divine.

The earth quaked and trembled as noon drew near.

But still the survivors knew no fear

But fewer grew that pitiful band,

For Islam, God, and Husain they stand. 20
At last, all were dead, the devil had won,

Blood red sank down the merciless sun,

Trampled and torn lay the gallant Husain,

40
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Ethel M. Pope:

Tragedy of Moharram

(Gl moonbeam shed thei misty fight

0'er a saddened world
To sound of degpest funeral dirg.
Islam’s banner i unfurled,

Withslow and measured step, s bore,

Aloft amid the throng,

The emblem of a mighty hand
E'erraised o right a wrong,
Inby-gone days s ilken flds
Waved proudly in Iran;

From Continent to Continent,

The Arab symabol ran.

s path was marked by victory,
The triumph of the ight,
Tilldarkest Africa’s heathen hands,
Were bathed in purest lght,

That day of happiness i gore;
Nomore n ecstasy borne,

The baner heads a sobbing throng;
Whose duty is o mourn.

The loss of im beloved by ll
Aherowithout tan,

Whose noble sacifice has made
The world ing with his name

With open hand he gave his l,

1

il
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el el oY Sl

His it chidren dear

Brothers, fiends - helless wormen too,

Cling to him n fer,

Unflinchingly, nor moved nor wept,

Secure in his just cavse, Kl
He nobly fought and nobly died,

To save Islam’s great laws.

Al the memory of martyrdom

A new the passions rise;

Abitter, sobbing, wailng cry, %
Gogs up unto the skies;

With each new year the latent grief,

Pent up, breaks out again

And Heaven retums the impassioned cry,

Husain, Husain, Husain'* 4

* Khushed, f, Inan Husain, 2°ed, pp. 153154
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