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10 W. Madelung

Also available for the edition were photocopies of two
late manuscripts: MS 269 of the Mishkat collection,
University of Tehran, dated 1348 (1929-30) and MS
15261, Danishkade-yi ‘Ulum-i Ma‘qul wa Manqul,
Tehran, dated 1249 (1833-4). On e;(amination, these
manuscripts offered no significant variants to other
manuscripts of the second text version. No useful
purpose would have been served by recording these
variant readings, especially since the variants of three
manuscripts of this version were already recorded in the
edition of Shaykh Hasan al-Mu‘izzi.

The edition of al-Tusi’s quotations of al-Shahrastani’s
Kitab al-Musara‘a has occasionally been influenced by
the text established in the independent edition of that
text.(D\ Since the readings of the two extant manuscripts
of that text are recorded there, they have not been noted
in the present edition of al-Tusi’s work.

1- In W. Madelung and Toby Mayer, Struggling with the Philosopher: A
Refutation of Avicenna’s Metaphysics,London, 2001.
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Yusuf Ziya in an article titled ‘“Shahrastani” in
Dariilfiinun Illdhiyat Fakiiltesi Mecmuas: 111 (1926),
pp- 278ff., and the manuscript was briefly noted by H.
Ritter in his “Philologica III” in Der Islam XVIII
(1929), p. 50 The text is that of the first version of
al-Tusi’s book, lacking the quotations from the books on
logic added later by him. Although not free from faulty
readings and corruption, it preserves the original of
al-Tusi’s book, as well as that of al-Shahrastani’s as
quoted in it, often better than the manuscripts of the
second version. The manuscript is identified by the letter
alif in the annotation.

2. MS 267 Hikmat of the Astan-i Quds Library in
Meshhed. A photocopy of the manuscript was put at my
disposal by the courtesy of the representatives of
Al-Hoda in London. The manuscript was completed in
1021/1612 and was copied from a copy dated Thursday,
end of Jumada I 707/23 (?) November 1307. Variant
readings are frequently recorded in the margins. The text
in general agrees closely with that of the other
manuscripts of the second version, containing the
quotation from the books on logic added by the author,
on which the previous edition of the book by Shaykh
Hasan al-Mu‘izzi (Qom 1405 H) was based. In the
annotation this manuscript is referred to by the letter

ba’.



8 W. Madelung

opposite to it, so that duality ensues. He taunts
al-Shahrastani for apparently having forgotten the rules
of contrariety and gradation (fadadd wa-tarattub) he
had received from his Teachers and which they
attributed to Pythagoras. According to their teaching,
multiplicity originated from contrariety, which was
followed by gradation, while according to Aristotle
gradation preceded contrariety and was the origin of
multiplicity. Al-Tusi here appears to favour the view
attributed to Pythagoras which he also sees embodied in
the teaching of Zoroaster (pp. 105-6). He realized that in
the human condition in this world the ultimate realities
may be approached from different venues.

The Edition

The present edition of al-Tusi’s Masari‘ al-musari‘is
primarily based on two manuscripts:
1. MS Aya Sofya 2358, now kept in the Suleymaniye
Library in Istanbul. A microfilm of the manuscript was
available to me through the courtesy of Professor Fahir
Iz. The title is given as Masari® al-musari’ fi
[-muhakama bayn al-Shahrastarmi wa-Ibn Sina
without mention of the name of the author. The
manuscript is undated. It was given as a waqf by Sultan
Mahmud I (1143-68/1730-54), but was probably written
centuries earlier. The contents were first analyzed by
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against every criticism by al-Shahrastani. Al-Tusi was
certainly an admirer of the Shaykh al-Ra’is and his
philosophical thought and was widely recognized as its
most competent promoter in his time. He had already
defended Ibn Sina’s views against the criticism of Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi in his commentary on Ibn Sina’s
al-Isharat wa [-tanbihat, written around 644/1246
during his stay with the Isma‘ilis. Yet he evidently did not
wish to be seen as identifying wholly with the Peripatetic
philosophical tradition represented by Ibn Sina. In the
Masari‘ he maintains that al-Shahrastani’s (Isma‘ih)
Teachers were in fact Pythagoreans in their
philosophical doctrine and accuses al-Shahrastani of not
properly understanding; or deviating from their teaching.
Thus he counters al-Shahrastani’s statement that
according to the view of some philosophers, three
principles issued from the First Intellect: an intellect,
soul, and prime matter (haynla), by asserting that
according to the followers of Pythagoras, to whom the
companions of al-Shahrastani belonged, the principles
emanating from the First Intellect rather were an
intellect, a soul and a nature (fabi‘a) (p. 121). In a
noteworthy passage discussing the origin of multiplicity
out of the One, he alludes to a “profound secret of
creation” expressed by Pythagoras when he said: When a
single one is established, a not-one necessarily follows
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supreme wisdom and did not see it as inevitably in
conflict with religion.

Al-Tusi could not fail to be conscious of this stand of
al-Shahrastani and of his own endebtedness to him and
to his association with his Isma‘li patrons. If this
association had imposed some restrictions on him, it had
also allowed him to pursue his scholarly interests freely
and in the course of his studies to gain the wide respect
for his erudition he now enjoyed. The radical
transformation of the political world forced him to
denounce or conceal his past and to don the masque of
the dilettante philosopher incensed by al-Shahrastani’s
boastful attack on Ibn Sina. He felt the need to
apologize for his polemics which, he realized, were no
more becoming to him than they were to al-Shahrastani.
The ambiguity of his feelings towards his own book is
revealed by his failure to revise its rough draft properly.
He saw it more as a tract occasioned by political and
personal circumstances than as a contribution to
scholarship for which he wanted to be remembered
permanently.

Al-Tusi’s affirmation at the beginning and the end of
his book that it was not his aim to support the views of
Ibn Sina deserves attention. It seems at first sight to be at
variance with his exposition throughout the work where
he invariably sides with Ibn Siha and defends his views
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claim to have throttled Ibn Sina in seventy-odd questions
in all branches of philosophy and at the arrogant disdain
with which he at times castigated the alleged deficient
reasoning of the illustrious philosopher. It was thus
evidently a pleasure for al-Tusi to demonstrate at every
step the deficiency of al-Shahrastani’s own
understanding of the philosophical problems at issue, his
inadequate training in logic, and to prove that wherever
he had claimed to have wrestled down his opponent, he
in fact ended up himself defeated on the ground. Yet in
the polemics accompanying his arguments, with which he
claimed to be answering al-Shahrastani’s polemics, he
went well beyond them. For while al-Shahrastani fully
expressed his appreciation of Ibn Sina’s rank as the
grand-master of philosophy of all time, if only thus to
magnify his own triumph over him, al-Tusi portrayed
al-Shahrastani as a mere populist preacher trying to
appeal to the base taste and religious prejudice of the
ignorant masses. This accusation reflected a general
resentment against the religious scholars who, before the
Mongol conquest, had often been able to prohibit or
restrict the teaching and study of philosophy. It was,
however, hardly justified in respect to al-Shahrastani
who, while proudly proclaimimg that he himself had
drunk from the paradisical fount of prophethood,
esteemed philosophy in general as a legitimate pursuit of
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religious community. Yet the text of the book, which he
seems to have left mostly unchanged, distinctly reflects
Isma‘ili philosophical thought in some passages.(l) In
writing his refutation of al-Shahrastani’s Wrestling
Match, he had to conceal his real motives and his own
past attraction to his thought. In his introduction he
pretended to be a mere dilettante in the philosophical
disciplines, who in his avid reading of the works of the
philosophers chanced upon al-Shahrastani’s Wrestling
Match with the Shaykh al-Ra’is Ibn Sina and had been
shocked by the false pretense, ignorance,
misrepresentation and unseemly language of the author.
He wished therefore to wuncover al-Shahrastani’s
fraudulent distortions and to clarify his confusions
without backing the views of Ibn Sina. Al-Tusi added
that if he engaged in rough polemic in some instances,
this was merely in response to the author’s vicious
polemics which infected him with his disease. It was, as
God and mankind knew, not his normal wont.

While al-Tusi had gradually moved away from his
early attachment to the thought of al-Shahrastani, he
had become deeply irritated at the latter’s pretentious

1- See Madelung, “Nasir al-Din Tusl’s Ethics between philosophy, Shi‘ism
and Sufism”, in R.G. Hovannisian, ed., Ethics in Islam, Malibu, California,

1985, PP. 85-98.
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handwriting in his initial draft. Al-Tusi evidently did not
prepare a revised fair copy before allowing the text to be
copied. Thus he speaks of his “writing this rough draft
(tahrir hadha [-sawad)” in the absence of his books
and, in the second version, still notes that some books by
the logicians were now available to him after “the
composition of the rough draft of this compendium
(taswid hadha [-mukhtasar).” The passages quoted
from these books were evidently simply added to his
original draft copy. Al-Tusi made a few minor changes
here and there but did not undertake a comprehensive
revision. Most of the defects of the text thus remained.
The extant manuscripts of the second version, however,
reflect further secondary corruption, including additional
displacement and loss of passages, which must have
occurred in the early transmission of the text.

After completion of the draft, al-Tusi quickly lost
interest in the book and may have viewed it with some
misgivings. Its composition had been occasioned and
influenced by political circumstances deeply affecting his
life, circumstances which compelled him to be less than
honest about his own intellectual and spiritual
development. In re-editing his Nasirean Ethics he
claimed that he had been a prisoner of the Isma‘lis at
the time of its writing, but that its contents dealt with a
philosophical discipline and were unrelated to any
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motivated by the need of self-protection. He wrote a
refutation of al-Shahrastani’s most pervasively, though
covertly Isma‘ili-inspired work, the Wrestling Match
with the grand-master of the philosophers, drawing
attention to the author’s proclivities toward the sectarian
beliefs.

Al-Tusi composed and published his Downfalls of
the Wrestler (Masari® al-musari) most likely first
while he was accompanying the Mongol conquering
army between 654/1256 and 657/1259. This is suggested
by his statement in the second chapter of the book that
his philosophical books were not available to him at the
time of his writing and that he hoped to add quotations
from them later on. A single copy of the book published
at this stage is preserved in Istanbul. Later, perhaps soon
after he settled down in Maragha in 657/1259, he added
the quotations and allowed the new version including
them to be copied. Of this later version of the book,
numerous manuscripts are ‘extant in libraries in Iran.

The extant text of the book displays signs of hasty
composition in both language and substance. Frequent
lack of proper gender congruence of pronouns and other
grammatical slips, displacement of a passage, and
occasional errors in substance due to inadvertancy are
apparent in the earlier version. Some faulty readings may
well go back to difficulty of deciphering al-Tusi’s



Introduction

Nasir al-Din al-Tusi’s refutation of al-Shahrastani’s
Wrestling Match (Kitab al-Musara‘a) with Ibn Sina
was part of his efforts to distance himself from Isma‘l
religious teaching after the Mongol conquest of Alamut.
Al-Tusi had, during the early years of his association with
the Isma‘lis - first in the service of the Isma‘ili governor
of Quhistan and then in Alamut - composed a number of
books and treatises in which he expounded Isma‘l
doctrine. In a spiritual autobiography he had specifically
praised the “da‘ I-du‘at” Taj al-Din al-Shahrastani as
an enlightended scholar, implying that his thought had
been instrumental in guiding al-Tusi to Isma‘lism.
During the later years of his stay with the Ismaflis, he
had evidently loosened his spiritual ties with them and
concentrated on composing scientific works. After the
fall of Alamut he readily joined the Mongol conquerors,
offering them his political and scholarly advice. The
hostility of his new patrons towards the Isma‘ilis as state
enemies, their vigorous persecution of the sectarians,
compelled him to dissociate from these to the public.
Thus he replaced the original dedication of his Nasirean
Ethics (Akhlag-i Nasir:) to his Isma‘li patrons with a
preamble explaining that his stay with them had been
involuntary and that his eulogy of them had been
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