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Abstract

This article discusses a document that is unique from three
perspectives: Firstly, it opens a new window into the economic history
of Damascus in the 7th/13th century especially with regard to daily
trading practices on the city’s markets and the traders’ language. This is
of particular importance as it is the first such pre-Ottoman document
ever published. Secondly, this document gives a unique insight into
the production of paperwork beyond the administrative and official
realms. The article thus puts a particular emphasis on the writerly and
archival practices that are inscribed into it. Finally, this document is
of particular significance as it comes from the Qubbat al-mal (Qubbat
al-khazna) in the courtyard of the Umayyad Mosque - a repository
that has been poorly studied so far.

Keywords: economic history, documentary and archival practices,
Qubbat al-mal / Qubbat al-khazna, Damascus
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(1) Aljoumani, Said/ Hirschler, Konrad. “Trading Fruits and Legumes on a Medieval Dam-
ascene Market: The Documentary and Archival Life Cycle of an Account Book from
the Qubbat al-khazna (Sam Evraklar1 13327)) in: Hatice Aynur/Didar Bayir/Fatma Sen/
Tuncay Zorlu (eds), Festschrift in Honour of Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu for his 75" Birthday,
Istanbul 2021, 51-88.
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