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Erratum: Gertrude Stein should have appeared in the latter work, for she
contributed to both Modernism and Postmodernism.

But without a doubt. the crucial text is
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inviting retinement, admitting purpose. Odious as this last possibili-
ty is to most biologists, it haunts the edge of their consciousness.
Even Monod is compelled to introduce the concept of “feleo-
nomy” the structural tendency of organisms to “act projectively -
realize and pursue purpose” in his “objective” frame, Purpose,
project. program: concepts that, without ruling variability, resist the
rule of randomness. Thus Frangois Jacob, in La Logique du vivant, also
argues that what evolves is neither matter nor energy but forms,
organizations.  “onities of emergence”. integrating themselves into
the Jarger pattern of things. Integrating themselves according to
what principle or plan? Here we may allow various savants to risk

their own speculations:
Every.
Where but
In man con-
sciousness has had -
to come to a stand: in
man alone it has kept on
its way. Man then, continues
the vital movement indefinite-

ly, although he does not draw along
with him all thatlife cardes in it-
self... it is as if a vague and formless
being, whom we may call, as we will man or

superman, had sought to realize himself, and has
succeeded only by abandoning part of himself on
the way. (Henri Bergson. Creative Evolution.)

If we are bold enough to extrapoiate at
long range... we might say that, in the
prudent words of Sir lsaac Newton,
everything takes place as it the descent of
the material universe toward an inert
chaos and toward annihilation were com-
pensated by the simultaneous ascent of
an imponderable universe, that of the
spirit...

(Lecomte de Nouy, Human Destiny).

I prefer to speak of the “history of nature.” in
this I remain close to the concept of evolution
for which.. Gopi Krishna as well as Aurobindo

and Teilhard de Chardin are indabted to
the evolutionism of the nineteenth cen

tury. The spiritualizing of this con-

cept... seems to me inesca-
pable if man is inctuded in
evolution... (Carl Frie-
drich von Weizsxcker
in Gopi krishna.
The Biological
Basis of Re-
ligion and
Genius.)
In open systems, we have not only
entropy production owing to irreversible
processes taking place in the system: we
also have entropy transport, by way of
introduction of material which may carry
high free energy or “negative entropy”,
Hence the entropy balance in an open
system may well be negative.. This is
what actually applies in living organisms

(Ludwig von Bertalantty, Robots, Man
and Minds.)
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Though intelligence can arise only from life. it may then discard it. Perhaps at a later
stage, as the mystics have suggested. it may also discard matter: but this leads us into
reaims of speculations which an unimaginative person like mayself would preter to
Elx(r):gl.lr C. Clarke, Profiles of the Future). (W)
THE CNQSIS OF SCIENCE 161
As mat- The cybemetic epistemology which I have offered you
ter dema- would suggest a new approach. The individual mind
lerialized. so is immanent but not only in the body. it is imma-
mind was de- nent also in pathways and messages outside
mentalized. in a the body: and there is a larger Mind of
process quite similar which the individual mind is only a
to that of physics, real- subsystem. The larger mind is
ity was extended beyond the comparable to God and is per-
limits of direct experence. Con- haps what some people
sciousness, Descartes’s res cogi- mean by “God,” but
tans, is but a small sector of psy- it is still Immanent
chic events; unconscious happenings in the total inter-
emerge with quite fluid boundaries, into connected social
experienced consclusness. system and plan-
{Ludwid von Bertalan{fy, Robots, Men and Minds.) etary ecology.
(Gregory
The twentieth century will be seen to display a con- Bateson,
vergence towards a new universal attitude towards Steps to-
man and his problems, culminating in, and supported by, a ward an
seientific synthesis of unprecedented soope transcending the Ecolo-
separation of subject and object, I foresee a new logic of pro- gy of
cess caherent with nature and history, which will put spirit into Mind).
method. Since life imitates art, why should not history re-
spond to this conjecture?

(Lanceiot Law Whyte, Focus and Diversions.)

LYoy,



Is it not conceivable
that Mankind, at the end
of its... folding-in upon it-
self, may reach a critical le-
vel of maturity where, leaving
Earth and stars to lapse slowly
back into the dwindling mass of
primordial energy, it will detach itself
from this planet and join the one, true, ir-
reversible essence of things, the Omega
point?
(Teilhard de Chardin, The Future of Man.)

In fairness to these writers, we may note that their view is
integrative rather than totalitarfan; it accepts the idiomorphic, the
optative, the phenotypical, the concrete. Even in Teilhard’s radiant
vision of “Nobgenesis,” the “supreme synthesis” allows individua-
tion, permits the most complex liberty. Yet his vision and theirs may
offend gloomy humanists by a certain presumption of cosmic
optimism. Transhumanization in a time of torture and terrorism, of(VA)
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Si j"écris deux textes 2 la fois, vous ne poutrez pas me chhtrer. Si je
délinéarise, j’érige. Mais en méme temps, je divise mon acte et mon
désir. Je-marque la division et vous échappant toujours, je simule sans
cesse et ne jouis nulle part, Je me chitre moi-mém- je me reste ainsi-

et je “joue a jouir”.
Enfin presque,

(Ah!) tu es imprenable (eh bien) reste.
Entrave, donc, deux fois.

Car si mon texte est (6tait) imprenable, il ne sera(it) pas pris, ni

retenu. Qui serait puni, dans cette économie de double posture. Double
I'indécidable? Mais i je linéarise, si je me mets en postulation.  Contradic-
ligne et crois - niaiserie - n’écrire qu’un texte 2 la  tion on soi de deux désirs
fois, cela revient au méme et il faut encore compter inconciliables. Je  lui

donne ici, accusé dans
avec le cofit de la marge. Je gagne et perds 2 tous ma langue, le titre de

les cas mon dard, DOUBLE BANDE, le
(la, les) mettant pra-
tiquement en forme et
en jeu.
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[If I write two texts at once, you camnot castrate me. However much
I delinearize, I erect. At the same time, I divide my act and my desire.
I- show off the division and always escape you, I sham without inter-
mission and come nowhere. I castrate myself- I hold myself thus-and
I “play at coming.”
Well, almost.
(Ah!) you are impregnable (well) holding,

Checked, then, twice.

for if my text is (were) impregnable, it will (would) not be taken,

nor held. Who would be punished in this economy  double posture. Double
of the undecidable? But if I lineate, if I set going  Postulation. Contradic-

a line and believe - nonsense - I am writing only ?:;:};E};ﬁg 325’;]?

one text at a time, it amounts to the same thing  present it here, imputed
and it is still necessary to reckon with the cost of  in my language, the style

the margin. I gain and lose in each case my forked ~ of DOUBLE BAND,
tongue (YY) actually putting it (thern)
gue: into form and into play.]
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