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"An attacking army may not surrender or push its leader to
commit a suicide. When giving up any hope of victory, he
should go back to his station and wait to have his power
restored or his enemy weakened. Indeed, surrender and
suicide may be fit for a besieged army with no food or
ammunition left. Only under such circumstances can
surrender or committing suicide by the leader be justified".



reasons in detail. However, we can summarize them as
the following:

First: Negligence of necessities of war.
Second: The underestimation of the fighters services,

Third:

especially those who were not part of the regular
army. They were neglected and left behind with no
provisions nor ammunition to maintain their
resistance in the battle.

The confusion of subsistence system due to poor
management. Many of the provisions were damaged
or stolen.

Fourth: The officers were niggardly to volunteers. Al-

Fifth:

Sixth:

Shihristani indicated that the Turks who were in
charge of provisions did not treat the volunteers well
and were not fair in providing them with subsistence.
Deactivation of forces in Khamisiya: Al-Shihristani
explained that the forces mobilized in Khamisiya
Region were left deactivated for two months and
were not involved in any military action. As a result,
they were bored and demoralized.

The Turks were did not care much to the army
mobilization requirements. They were also careless
about communications in which the British were
skillful.

Seventh: The great defects in the military map governing

the battle plan that was not properly implemented.

Eighth: Finally, he ends up to mention SulaimanAskari

Beg, the leader of the army, who committed a
suicide by shooting himself with his gun when he
gave up all hope of victory. Here, Al-Shihristani
criticizes the Turkish leader who committed suicide
saying:

"War experiences ups and downs... a day for you
and another against you"

"Armies attack and retreat; and attack always
effaces the shame of retreat".



When the national government was established by
crowning Faisal bin Al-Hussein king of Iraq on Y)*' August,
Y4Y), Al-Shihristani participated in the second government
and took the office as a Minister of Knowledge in Y4Y)
through Y2YY. He achieved so many reforms in the Ministry
and set up the Knowledge Council to send students for
scholarships outside Irag. The number of schools was
doubled and the school curricula developed.

After he resigned from the Ministry of Knowledge in
protest against signing the Iraqi-British treaty, he was
appointed as a President of the Shia Islamic Sharia
Cassation Council and continued in office for eleven years.
In Y4Y¢ he was referred to retirement; and in the same
year he was elected a member of the Parliament for
Baghdad Governorate.

After that, Al-Shihristani became occupied in writing
books and establishing his library which is now seventy
five years old, encompassing over Ye: . books besides an
electronic library of thousands of books and university
dissertations and theses.

Al-Shihristani writings include Y+ books, already
published, besides two hundred manuscripts in various
fields of knowledge.

Al-Shihristani had good intellectual relations with many
prominent foreign and Arab intellects such as Mohammed
RasheedRidha, Ahmed Zeki Pasha, Abbas Mahmood Al-
Aqqad, Louis Massignon, the French orientalist, Carlo
Nallino, the Italian orientalist, and HalmotRaiter, the
German Orientalist.

This manuscript stands for a memoir

byHibatuddin Al-Shihristani who recorded the daily
developments of the battle and his remarks on the
nature of the battlefield and its preparations. He also
focused on the reasons behind the defeat of the
Turks and their supporters before the British army.

In his manuscript, he describes those



This book is a study and an edited manuscript titled
"Asrar Al-Khaiba Min Fat'h Al-Shuaiba" (Secrets behind
Failure of Shuaiba Liberation) by Hibatuddin Al-Shihristani,
a prominent leader for the fighters who supported the
Ottoman army to confront the British occupation forces in
Irag in one of the most important battles "Shuaiba" from
November, Y4\ ¢ to April, Y4Ye,

Hibatuddin Al-Shihristani was an Iraqi religious scholar.
He studied in Holy Najaf and was awarded the ljtihad
Degree in Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence) at an early age. He
was known of being an advocate of -constitutional
movements which emerged early in the twentieth century,
when the Ottoman Constitutional Movement (Ottoman
Coup d'état) in Y3+A and the Iranian Constitutional
Movement in Y4:© through Y2) were the most prominent
ones; and he was a strong supporter of the latter.

Al-Shihristani followed a reforming approach based on
combating archaic traditions and superstitions that
prevailed in the community. He also adopted a program of
renovation based on mating religion with modern science.
So, he wrote a book titled "Astronomy and Islam". Because
he believed in the role of the press in freeing opinions, he
issued a magazine with the name "Science" which used to
publish news of modern innovations in the world. He also
used it as a forum for his reforming ideas. The magazine
continued to be published for two year, Y4)+ through Y31 Y.
He led the volunteers to defend the Iraqi borders in Basra against the
British occupation in %) £, After the Ottomans were defeated and the
British forces continued to invade Iraq, he confronted the occupation
through his participation in the leadership of the 'Y+ Revolution.

The British forces arrested him and sent him to Hilla prison. He was
sentenced, with a group of his colleagues, to death, and then released
under an amnesty by the British Government.



