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6 Al-Shar1”at ila Istidrak al-Dhari’a

when it reaches to the hands of the experts of this science and the cultural
directors of other libraries, they also think of preparing appendix of
Al-Dhari’a in their bibliotoriums, although the field for preparing the
appendix of Al-Dhari’a in the Library of Islamic Consultative Assembly is not
limited to its holdings.

This collection has been named Al-Dhari’a ila Istidrak-al-Dhari’a. The
matters we are dealing with in this collection as the appendix of Al-Dhari‘a
are:

1. Introducing of works by Shi”“a authors which are not mentioned in
Al-Dhar1’a.

2. Introducing of the works whose titles have been mentioned by the
author of Al-Dhari’a but he did not find the author’s name.

3. Introducing of the works whose description in Al-Dhari’a may be based
on mistake.

And we have also another type of appendix in our mind which has not
been observed in this collection and God willing would be observed in next
issues:

1. Introducing of titles that the author of Al-Dhari’a has given only the
name of book and has not presented their description.

2. Introducing of the copies whose titles have been mentioned by the
author of AI-Dhari’a but he had not located their copies.

It is hoped that the collection of the appendix of Al-Dhari’a in all the
libraries of the country would provide the means of completing this precious
work.

Sayyed Mohammad Tabatabal Behbahani (Mansur)



Preface 5

After the publication of Al-Dhari’a, with the compilation of new
catalogues, knowledge of the area of work and the entry of some mistakes in
Al-Dhari’a the late scholar Allama Saiyid “Abdul’Aziz Tabatabayi
endeavoured to write an appendix for Al-Dhari’a and perhaps its number
amounts to few thousands but due to high respect he had for the author of
Al-Dhari’a, he did not publish it till he was alive and still the Shia cultural
community is deprived of it. It is hoped that the sons of that respected
deceased, would enlighten the eyes of Shi’as by publishing it. But we should
knowthis point that basically the dispersion of Shi “a works is so great that
one person in a particular time can not complete this work and even taking
the abpendix by late Professor Tabatabayi into account, still therc are many
unidentified writings.

In this regard, during the years | was busy in learning the catalogucing of
manuscripts and bibliography from Professor Abdolhosain Haeri, at the time
of referring to the copy of Al-Dhari’a 1 saw that he has written many
appendix notes on the margin of some pages and in addition to bencfiting
from some of his footnotes, I also following him embarked on writing new
findings on the margin of Al-Dhari’a and as it incrcased the number of the
titles of appendix amounted to about 500, the quality of work was reported to
the director of the Library of Islamic Consultative Assembly, Hojjat-al-Islam
Abhari and he greatly appreciated and patronized and it was decided that for
the sake of expediting the providing of information to the interested people,
every five hundred entries should be published in the form of separate booklet

under the publications of the Library of Islamic Consultative Assembly so that



4 Al-Sharl “at ila Istidrak al-Dharl”a

ol Shi“as during the history and the refuge for the lovers of the prophet’s
family is very clear and unquestionable.

The first step in the direction of introducing the Shi“a writings is the
preparation of complete bibliographical list of such works. In the recent
century, the great scholar of the biographies of traditionists Shaikh Aqa
Bozorg Tehrani very wisely realized this great weakness and spent more than
half of his noble life in identifying and compiling the list of Shi“a books and
by authoring the valuable book Al-Dhari’a ila Tasanif-al-Shi’a, opened a new
vista in the world of culture. Al-Dhari’a got a place among the category of
important sources of Islamic bibliography and made the world of culture and
particularly the Islamic world acquainted with the great Shi“a heritage.

But the thing which should be taken into consideration is that the number
of Shi“a writings including Imamia, Zaidiya and Isma “iliya and the writings of
anonymous writers and the writers of unknown works is so great that the
complete or near complete computation of them is certainly beyond the limits
of one work or one author at a certain time and certain place and yet many of
Shi“a writings are unknown.

In view of the time of compiling Al-Dhari’a, particular limitations of the
author and non-compilation of many of the catalogues of the manuscripts till
then, the late author of Al-Dhari’a has not seen many of the Shi“a writings
and got no information about them and this is a matter mentioned by himself
amidst the pages of Al-Dhari’a and he begged God that some people may

continue his work after him.



Al-Shari at ila Istidrak al-Dhari’a
An Almanac for the Completion of Shi ite Bibliography

It is not secret to any of the men of knowled'gc and justice that what is the
place of Shi“ain the advancement of Islamic sciences and culture and great
Shi~as being pioneer in most of Islamic sciences and branches of learning is
an undeniable fact.

The Shi“a ulema during their long history, full of ups and downs, have
produced works and blessings under the influence of pure teachings of the
prophet’s family (A.S.) and the history is witness to it. They have produced
innumberable and valuable renowned and unrenowned works in different
branches of sciences including philosophy, scholastic theology, jurisprudence,
fundamentals of jurisprudence, mathematics, astronomy and literature. It
should be known that a large number of Shi“a writings are a great asset of
divine and human sciences that the safeguarding and utilizing of it is
obligatory and indispensable for all the men of culture and specially Shi “as.

The role of Iranians who have always been the standard bearers and pioneers
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