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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Abdallah Mohammad Soufan for Master of Arts
Major: Arabic Language and Literature

Title: The Bana ‘Ijl in Pre-Islamic and Islamic Times (up to 285/898): Questions of

Identity and Power, and Their Role in the Extremist Shiites (the Ghulgh Sects)

This thesis attempts to study the relation between the political and tribal
identities of the dani ‘Ijl, and the tribal attitude towards (political) power. The bari ‘Iji
is an Arab tribe, part of the Bakr tribal confederation, which is, in its turn, part of the
Rabi‘ah. Most sections of the tribe lived in the southern frontier of the Hirah kingdom,
while some other sections lived in Yamamah with their brethren the baniz Hanifah.

The thesis shows a correspondence between the political and tribal identities of
the tribe before Islam. It also reveals an anti-power attitude, which existed among the
tribal men. However, the external intrusion represented by the Persians caused a
destabilization in this concern. Later, Islam attempted at cutting whatever ties left
between the two identities, where it succeeded in some respects and failed in others.

The thesis then examines the Umayyad establishment capabilities to absorb
Tilites. It presents also a categorization of the unabsorbed groups, especially those
connected with the extremist Shiite movements that evolved in Kifah in the late
Umayyad period. The thesis analyses the movements’ discourse, and it tries to establish
a connection between these movements and the Al Ma'qil of the bani ‘Tjl. The Al Ma‘qgil
moved from Kafah to the Jibal province, establishing a stronghold there. The thesis then
highlights their ability to preserve the correspondence between their political and tribal
identity, outside the natural settings of the Arabs. Some state men were finally able to
take advantage of some internal ‘Ijlites disputes to destroy their ‘dsabiyyah, and thus to
end their political role.
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