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Abstract

In 1951 AD, an Egyptian delegation photographed manuscripts in
Yemen, headed by Dr. Khalil Yahya Nami. During his periodthere he
discovered a full written copy of the book (The Journey to Abyssinia)
in a private library of Al-Qadi Lotfallah Al-Haimi. He entrusted it to
his friend Dr. Murad Kamel to present a second publication of the
book, as the first publication was in Berlin in 1894.

(The Journey to Abyssinia) is one of the best books in travel

literature. The journey began in the middle of Shaban in the year 1057
AH, when the King of Abyssinia (Sajid Fasiladas) sent a messenger
to the trustworthy Ismael bin Al-Qasim bin Muhammad (1019 AH -
1087 AH). He wanted someone to consult to about a high secret. Thus
assignment Al-Qadi Sharaf Al-Din Al-Hasan bin Ahmad Al-Haimi
was assigned. He arrived there after enormous hardships and a long
journey. After returning from his nearly three year stay he spent there,
he descried his journey, what he saw in those lands, and how hope was
turned into disappointed!

My study is a critique on the examination of Dr. Murad Kamel,
who is greatly interested in the history of Abyssinia.
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Abstract

Publicizing texts and examining them is a responsibility and
accountability on the shoulder of those who are confronted with it.
It is not a hobby or game, but rather a tough duty for those who take
it, which reveals that person’s wealth in knowledge, science, and the
ability of accurate research.

In essence, it is a conscious (reading) of the text to be examined,

which requires careful, cautious, and patient reading. It also requires

choosing the closest meaning to the author's intention in the event
that there were different possibilities of the meaning intended by
the author. This happens when there are multiple copies, different
handwriting styles, the possibility of distortion and error from non-
perceptive copyists, let alone the multiple linguistic possibilities for
every single word, which are known to the people of the Arabic

language and those who studied its sciences.

If what was stated above was not achieved, then the door would
be wide open to the possibilities of error, illusion, and stumbling in
showing the text in a righteous manner.

Unfortunately, this is what Al-Sayed Ahmed Al-Qadi has fallen
into when examining the manuscript text - the subject of the review
-. His work was a wide field of countless mistakes, such as his
uncountable errors in reading, which caused distortion of the text and
misrepresentation of its image. These mistakes brought down the text’s
scientific value. Hence, it requires to be re-examined to clear all the
illusions and misrepresentations accumulated in it. I do not exclude
that many of the errors are typing errors, however adjusting the text,
reviewing it, and completing the work in a satisfactory manner is a
responsibility of the examiner.
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