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Abstract

The current research focuses on the text of Imam Hus-
sein’s letter addressed to a number of Basra nobles and
chieftains, urging them to follow and support him. It is a
text in which the fine phrasing and rhetorical devices in-
vite deep analysis to uncover the aesthetic value of the
structure and phrasing as well as other textual qualities.
The letter was intended to inspire zeal and persistence in
the nation and warn the people against the imminent dan-
gers which surrounded the new religion. It also revealed
the status of the Islamic community at that time, but also
conveyed an eternal message that applies to all times.
Imam Hussein’s noble letter went deep into the hearts of
the people to whom it was addressed, therefore, some de-
cided to follow him and made preparations to support his
cause. As such, Yazid bin Masood Al-Nahshily pledged his
allegiance to Imam Hussein (a.s.).

The letter also includes informative messages incorpo-
rated in the text, displaying an expressive and persuasive
power. The rhetorical and expressive aspects of the text
encouraged us to analyze it deeply and expose its gran-
deur and purposes.
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