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Abstract

Zubdat Al-Rijal is an Arabic encyclopedia concerning biographical
evaluation (Ilm Al-Rijal) authored by the renowned Al-Sheikh
Khadawardi bin Al-Qasim Al-Afshar. He was considered to be a
proficient jurist and scholar in the field of biographical evaluation.
It is not a surprise that he was superior in the field if biographical
evaluation, as he was one of Al-Shiekh Abdullah Al-Tustari’s (passed
away 1021 AH) best students.

Zubdat Al-Rijal is the most important of his works, everyone who
mentioned his biography mentioned it and gave a great review about it.

In this work the author does not mention the unknown men nor
does he bring up the criticized ones, rather, he states the trustworthy.
In the end of the book the author puts forward seven very valuable
benefits regarding the field of biographical evaluation.

Among the most important features of this book is its mention
of the translations in the shortest of terms, its inclusion of Ibn Al-
Ghazairis men, and some important benefits that are noticed by
biographical evaluation researchers; such as exposing the history of
the Imams (a.s), the arrangement of the chain of reporters of the
books Al-Faqih, Al-Tahdib, and Al-Al-Istibsar, and the categorizing
of those chain of narrators while showing evidence.
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