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"PYKONUCE ‘CTHXOB anb-Axpaca", Barzag,
I%3 r,

"Iayz-nawa u xomern PaBNC HUA MAMIOKOB B
Upaxe", Barzan, 1967 .

"Conmanmsm,.HaHnOHanmsm B ¥X BINgHUe Hg
COBpEMEHHYD To3zmp", Kaup , 1968 o,

COoparrn CTRX0B: "CoBecTs BpeMenn",
Anevcanzpma, 1950 T., "Mexozum", Azexcanzpus,
T953 p. “'Crox knasu", Belipyr, 1960 .
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KpaTcxue_cBegesud 00 aBTODE.

N3BeCTHHI Upaxcku#t yuerwit, mosT ¥ oCWECTBEH-
Hult mearend x-p Pced N3sexzmmu poxunca B r.basxyla
/Mpar/ 8 1922 r. Brcmee o6pa3oBanie TOIYUMT B
AnexcauapuitckoM yuuBepcmrere., B 1956 r, JNOHZOHCHUM
YHUBEDCUTETOM emMy CHIOIDUCBOGHO YUSHOE 3BAHNE XHOK-
ropa ¢uiaocodun, C Toro e rofe Haual NMpenoAaBaTh
Ha PakyaAnTeTEe ANTEpaTYypH DATAAACTOTO YHMBEDPCHTETA.
B 196 r. eny Owno npucsoeRo 3Banue npodeccopa. C
1962 T, paGoTaseT TeHepaNbHEM cexpeTapeM HparcKOHK
axazieMuy Hayk. B 1964 r. Oun u36pay AeACTBUTENEB-
HEM YleHOM AnazeMuiu. '

- II-p Vced Uszezzws - oxmd M3 OcHOBaTENEH W
cerpeTaps AccoUranuy UPaxKCcKMX nucarenei. I'naBHui
pefakTop xyprana "An-Kyrraé", M3Zawuerocs 2TOH
Accoriparinei,

JUusCTBOEAN B PAIE MEXIYHADOXHHX U MeKapas-
cx#X KoH(epeHIMil BOCTOKOBEZAOB ¥ Nucareme.

Ero ocHoBHBE TPYAH: : !

"OcoGernocTy wpaxkc-ol nossmy I9 B.",barznaz,
1958 r., 2 wsn.Ksup, I965 r.

"CoBpeneHHAsA Wpaxciod NO93MA M BIMAHME HA
Hee TOMMTMYECHKMX ¥ COUMANBHHX Teyenuii", Barzaxz,
1960r.,2 nsgn.Kanp,I%65 1, '

Ve
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TlonxeE NpPUEECTE  WC{DEHHDN GIaToZaPHOCTE 38
OKASAHHYD MHE UEHHYD TOMOWUb CONTADCHOMY MHENCTDY,
YBBECTHOMY TNCATEND ! TPEACEAaTedn OGuecTBa ADYE--
6H 1 XYABLTYDHHX CBAsell ¢ 3apyOSRHHME CTDaHaMM
npodeccopy Teopruw TuurTpory-T'ONKAHY , AUDPEKTODY
BOCTOUHOTO oTjexa T-%e Mapun M#xaiiioRoii. ¥ BCEM.
PaGOTEMEAM ¥YibTyTH, B TOM UNCHE ¢ypaTy aa-JEaBaxupy.
HprHOFY #0n GEATOZADHOCTH CONPOBOEAABILIAM MEHf
Nlenke Karepuncrof 1 Vopzaxy Ilee3y, CEMBES Baﬁpax—
TapCKAX, Ova38BUEX MHE NOE3HOe TOCTENPHUMCTEO..
Bolsiyl NONMOUL B HOATOTOBKE 13JSHMHA OKa3al MHEE
npodeccop I'ypruc Asaz., o ZOMEEH TaKES nognaroaapuTh
cBoero zpyra 0.Yo3TyHo3WUa 33 NEPEBOZ TPEANCIOBUA
K BTOif WHWTE HE pyccuuil ASHK, DACOUMX runorpadyn.
ng WX TOMOUR B CEX, ETO NOMOT MHE 34BepuUHTE 3TY .
padoTy.

NCE

I—xj
#2H

”
]

38ELMMH

\ey
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AKTUBHO YYACTBYNT yuyainecHa, CTY/ACHTH 1 HHTEJNNTSH—~
nus. OGHYHO BO BPEMA 3TOTO NpasfHUKA OOJTapH Haje-
B2pT HAUNOHANEHHE OZERIH.

llo cayuaw HOARAEHWEe B C¢BET CBoefl mepBoil nocae
BO3BpameRu#s ¥3 boarapum nyOoauxauun, f Xoren OH oT-
NEeTUTH Te Z0OpHEe UYBGTBa M NHPOKOE TOCTENDHUMCTRO,
KOTOpHE OHNU NPOABJIEHH KO MHE COATApCKHUM HapoJoM
% LeATeNAMN KYABTYPH. DPHIO CAENAHO BCE BO3MOXHOE,
YTOOH CO37aTh CAATOTIDUATHHE YONOBMA 2 Moefl pasoTH
W OTAHXa, Cayxamye OUCMHOTEHW ¢ TOTOBHOCTHN BHIOI-
HANM MOW 38KA3H HE KHUTH.

iHG XOTEZOCH OH TAKKE HENPEMEHHO OTMETHTE
37Ch BeAyU¥ecH B CTPAHE CTPONTENABHre DAaGOTH ¥ MpPOT-
pPecc “yIBTYPH B DPA3ANUHHX o6nacTAX XM3HU bomrapuw,
C KOTODHMY fl NOBHEZKOMMICH BO BpeMd NMOE3ZKW 1o CcTpa-
He, [IpU3HaKN SKOHOMKYECKOTO U KYABTYPHOT'O NpOTpecca
3aMeTHH BO BCeX GONrapCcKUX Iopojax W cejax,u 3707
NPOTPEce HUYYTH HE MEHBIE, YeM B JIOHX IPYIUX Io-
pozax ¥ cenax EBpomH. ;

Hazewck, 4TO NPOBEZSHEAA MHOD CKpoMHAsg pado-
T8 IO peTUCTPAUNN YACTH ZOCTHESHNHA apadCroll MHCHN
N MYCYNBMS8HCHOI'O HACNIeLCTBA ¥ O3HAKOMIGHUE ¢ HUMA
necnezorarTenelt, MuciAuTENedl W nucatTenci#t, NOCTYHRT
Pa3BUTNK WICHHHX U HYJABTYDPHHX CBA3CH MERIY ZODPOTYM-
HemeMy cepzuy Hpaxow, apaGexoil Hanueil w Boarapuef H
€& HapOZOM,
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HUX ynommaamrcﬁ nx BOURH ¢© cocenﬂmm n GencTBUA,
NOCTUTEBUNE WX CTPAHY. An~BaHpm HE3HBAET WX CHaBf~
HEUN . On onucusaer ysrue 0ﬂemnu Gonrapcxnx NOoCIaH-
nes,’ OHOHCGHHHX mupoammm ynpameﬂﬂuvm 30JI0TOM U ce-
pedpom noacamu. 'OH TGBODWT, UTO OHU 3HANT H@CHOHLHO”
A3HKOB W nepeBenm EBaHrenme H8 CNaBFHCKWA ABHK,
An-BaHpm coodmaem o BHGOTG UX TOD ¥ ynowpeﬁnﬁemoﬁ
uvy nume, O nmmer 410 3TO GRarozaTHAA cwpaﬁa i B
REll' HE GHBEET ronona. OH Taxke ONMACAN WX OCHUAH,
Npou3pacTanmue TN PPYRTH, EEByUMX TAM TNTHD, goi-
T8DPCK7E MYSHKANBHHE WHCTPYMEHTH W HBNNTKA.

HanvonanmsHad GROAMOTEKE OHIA OCHOBEHE B
1879 1. BpéMemHO# pycorofi azMmmucTpaumell nocme
ocBoGoxAEHUR Boirapy B I878 r. OT TOCNOZCTBA
OoMancxoil uMmepud nox rasBanumeM "Becnmaarmas nyo-
nyYgan GusanoTeva', 3arTeM OHA OHi4 nepenweﬁoaaﬂa
i Boarapc~yp HEIMOHAABHYD CHOXWOTEKY.

B7anue OUSANOTERYW TIO KpacoTe MW Da3MensM
OPYHCEASRAT ¥ AyqonM CUCANOTEUHHM 3TaHUAM U3 TeX,
YTO MHE NPpHXO0ZKI0Ch BUZETE B LEpONE. BucanoTexa
Ha3BgHa msenaMy Kupmana u Medozma B NSMATE O COCTa-
BUTEIAAX COBPEMOHHOTO GoATApCHOTO aniaBnra. PaHee
B Boarapw~ Hons30BEANCE I'PEUYECHNM ¥ NATUHCKIM al-
GapuTaMn, - Rupunx ‘v Medomuid Guiu GpaTpaMy U3
Canomux. NX orTen WX Tpek, a MaTh - GOATapKd.

14 vaf K&EZoro ToZXa CONTapH TODXECTBOHHO OTMEVAKT
gX TaMATh, DTH TOPEECTBA NpeICcTaBnApn?T cololf Kpyu-
HOE COOHTH® ¥ KyALTYypHOR ®musuM Boarapuu. B HMX
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- Donrapua u GoxrapH yUOMMHAKTCS B MCTOPUIECHHUX
apadcTnx ' uycynLMch ‘WX COHMHGHHHX. B Hnx noxpod-
HO - POBOPHTOH 0 donrapax, HpMBOHﬂTCH HHTGDBGHHG (ax-
TH, ONMCHB3ETCH WX XU3HB, ToprOBHe CBA3ZH, Tpanmumm,
oduqam, nepeceneﬂnﬁ, nmeHa uX kHfsed u nIeMeH He-
KOTOpHE aBTODH nocemmnm X chaHy 7 paccnaausawm 0
HeHd xax OYEBHALH, a npyrne nepenamr GBGHGHMH, '
nonynennﬂe uME 0T HYTSWGGTBGHHHROB. TlepBoe ynoun-
HaHN® O Gynrapax Bosmomﬂo, omnocmmcﬁ X 3 Beny '
XUZEPH /9 B.H.3./ Honesﬁme cneneﬁnﬁ 0 HWX npnnd-
IAT7CH B “Mycynsmaﬂcﬂoﬁ snumnnonenmn"‘ B "Feorpa~
iy’ ) an—AHnanyc u EBDOHH", B TOM qncne 6 TOM,YTO
3TOT Hapon nepecenunics us mmno—pyccxmx paBHHH,"
060CHOBaLCH B. dacceﬁﬂe HyHaﬁ 7 odpaaoBan BMecTe'
€O CI3BAHAMH. rocynapcrso. Bamﬁme CBEZE HUA TpYEG-
T NoH @annaﬂ, Hanpanneﬁnﬂﬁ Xanm@om an-MyxTanm—
pOM, TOCION B CTpany Xa38poB no 3anpocy b npaBm-
TeNA LA OSHSKOMHGHEHC UCTaMOM. STy OTpaHy noceTm—
AW TAKKE B 16 B. Adn an-Xamnn an-AHnanycn m MGH
éBaTyTa. '

' HGH @annau pace: asmBaeT o HOCGTHBmeM ero 6yn~
\_rapcxom KHA3E, 0 €ro ynmammenzaom mmsnv, ero cxpom—
HOGTH m nmdBm K Hewy Hapona sa ero Gnaroponﬂmm"
HpaB._ ,

o Bonrapu noxﬂepmMBanm TOpPOBHe CBHBM c Mycyns—
’uancunun CTpaHamm BHBOBHA 3 me Tvaﬂm, opymme n.
ronqapnue nsnenma. B mcmoqﬂnﬁax POBDpMTCH, qT0. onmx
8 WX RHASeH NpWHEN MCNSM U apadc 08 itf Hﬂaa@ap
UGH AGH Annax.CB0e uMA OH YERAHWI HE MoHeTaX._B

\‘,00
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DPYRONKCH MOCTYIMAY ¥3 MedyeTeldl, MyCYIBMAHCHUX peiun-
THO3HHX MKOJM ¥ U2 BakyQHHX OMOJIMOTEK, WMEBINXCH
panee B Bonrapuy. B OCHOBHOM B DYKONNCAX YUIOMMHE-
OTCA cnerxyomue ropoza: Buzmn, Camoros, Codusd.
YaeTs pyxomucelt mpomexozur us Kawpa, Barzapa,
Cram6yna u ZpyTUX MYCYIBMAHGKUX TOPOZIOB.

HauConee ppeBHNM MaHchpmnTom CuGANOTE KU
ABNASTCA, BO3MOXHO, Kuura "laramd an-Umapar®
AGy Kacena A6zan Hepuwa uom XaBasuH an-Kyumeiipw,
CROHuaBmeroca B 465 r.x. TozoBuy¥Ha e€T0 DPOXZGHRA
Cuna oTMeveH& B OmOauoTewe. Kmura Owna 3asewaxa
Ocedor n6H lIxynalizoM, KOTODHI COCTEBUN RU3HEONN~
C8HHMe asTopa. Bo BTopolff uwacTy NPUBOAATCA HOMMEH-
rapu¥ ¥ KopaHy, Haumnaa ¢ c¢ypw "llewepa".

B cuGnuoTexe wMenTCA PeKNE BKBEMIIAAPH PYKO-
nuceft, 3To mpexze Bcero "HysxaT an-MyLTAK U
uxTUpax an-abax" mepusa an-Uzpucu. Sto - TIO THH
DK3ENNAAP H& NPEKPECHOE OyMare ¢ LUBETHHMN Kapra-—
M¥. boarapcwmii BocTorosex I-p Bopuc Xpucrop Hezxos
NCCIeZ0BAl YaCTh DYHONUCH, KACALUYWCH NONOKEHIF B
Boarapuy ¥ coceiHEX seuasx B 12 Bexe. lceclszopa-
HUe OnyCJAWKOBAHO HQ OOATAPCKOM A3HKe., B HEM NpyuBO-
ZUTCA COOTBETCTBYRUUH apadcruit Texet. DK3eMHBAApP
pyxonucy HalizeH B MeueTH [Mayman. O zatupoBan
I505 r. ® pepemmcaH ¢ NOZAMHHOTO TexrcTa, lpodsccop
Hexxos cumraeT, uTo KapTH OHAN COCTABIGHN HE CaMuM
an-lzpucu, NMOCKONBKY B HUX MMENTCH ABHHE  D3CXOH-
JEHHSI C TEXCTOM KHUIHW,.




Xagucu

eropuda - 57
- Peorpadus - 10
IlurepaTypa - - 22
- WNzeonorus . 180
- MycympMaHC<0€ TpaBo : . 800
flswg 700
lIlpomose Ik ' =~ 350
dunocodusn ' 350
Hayra | 200
MonuTBH ¥ nOMMHOBEHUA - - 200

fl npucTYINA ¥ COCTaBAEHH®D ONMCH pyronucel
N0 pasjzenaM AMTEDATypa, WGTODUA,.Teorpadug, HO
HATOJKHYNCA Ha COJBUNE TPYAHOCTH, HECMOTDA HA
TIPUTORCHHENE Z0 MEHA YCHIUS B DTOM HANUDPaBACHW.
OKa3aloCh HEJEeTKO ONPeAENNTH WMEHA 8BTOPOB M
3aTnaBug pyxonuceit, MOCKOABXY YacTH M3 HUX CO-
XpaHuNack He NoNHoCThB. Jaxe B OTHONGHUY LEAHX
SKBEMIIAADOB émo GHIO0 HENETKO. DTH TPYLHOCTHM MpH-
WI0CH NPEOAOASBATD TEPHEHMEM I yIODHEM prﬂqui'ﬁj
KAaCCuPUINPOB AN pyﬁonmcm C yXa3aEueM coGpanuit, B .
KOTOpHE OHY . BXOZAT. MHe mpwxom jiocs paborars B
CUONUOTEKE C YyTPA ¥ Zo ee 38K DPHTUA T03ZHO BEUEDOM,

PaCoTHUKY GUGIMOTEKN KaTAROTW3UPOBAEIH npuMep-
Ho 900 pyxonuceid. B sToif CuCamorexe GoraTHe;codpa—
HMA TYDPEURUX pyronuce# U ofWIMATHHHX AOKYMEHTOB.
Uocne fHMX HacuKTHBaEeTcA OKoA0 500 THcAu, ApaGerue

Yov
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ONPEJIUNCIOCBMAE

.. e
PN

%Hom OHJIO TIOAyUEHO JNnGe3Hoe npnrnameﬂme HOGSTMTE
Bonrapum 4YTOOK O3HAKOMUTBCH € 3PalCKUMY pyaénmcamm,
XpaHHmmMMGﬂ B IEeHTPanBHOM Gnﬁnmomene Codmi . Hoesnﬁa
6una pacquaHa Ha 7Ba MecAlna, OZHAKO, Haqano*padoTH B
Barnanc om VHUBEDCUTETE ¥ Axamenny iHayx Mpaxa He: HDBBO-
JRIO MHE' HOHHOCTBD BOCTIONB30BATECH DTUNM CPOKOM. R

MHorme ucclefoBaTe W He BHAWT, YTO B Co@nn
eCTH apaﬁcnme pyronncH. MHe npezcTaBAANOCH, ‘YTO
3TH pynormcn MOKHO TIepecymTaTs Mo nansnaw, Ha ca-"

MOM %e f&7e oxa3ano0ch, UTO WX KOAMYECTEO NpeBHiZeT
TPY THCAYY U UTO OHM OXBATHBAKNT BCE OTP&UNM 3HAHK.
BONBHUTETEO NOCBALE HO MyCYAEMaHCKOMY HDEBY, LEpu-
aTCKMY - feTBaM - - OCHOBAM-GOTOCROBUE, ‘TpaMMATHKE,
MODPGOMOTUT - CTUAVECTNRE , PUTOPUKE 1 - Mycyﬁsmaﬁexdﬁ~
funocofuy. - B 6nONHQTEKE MMEETCA HPUMEPHO 200 pyRO~
nuceil Wo- BONPOCAM MEEMHMHE, ACTPOHOMUYE -7 METEMTH-
W U oxoAo 90 axsy Kopana. HguMeH#BHEE ‘HONNUECEBO
DyKOEHCel BaTpsTHBAET BONDPOCH™ ' AMTEPITY PHl , “NCTOPUN
n reorpa@mm Hﬂme npmaoaawca oﬁmme naHHme 0 pymonm-
CHX' R R T I AL TR N IR
‘;Kﬁmrm SRR ﬂ*~qw*iv Koxmqecwso “RE»

Kommenfapﬁm"'._ ’ o ;f‘iflﬁ,:f?f.f‘ '234

%) °q BueXen B Co@nm 3 ceHTﬁdpa u BO3Bp”TMHC§;
2? CGHTH@pH I967 r. SRR N







I-p Deed Uzsenzmn

ApaGexue DPYROUHCH B Haunonansuolt
- GuCnuoTeRe Codun uM.Kupunna u
Medonus.

M3nanne Axagemuy Hayx  Wpaxa,

Barzaz, 1968 T.
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3.+,-Arabic -Poetry; in, Iraq,  in - the, Ninteenth-Century . Aits .Air_ns;;
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5. Member of the Board of Al-Jamhuria House for Printing and
Publishing,

6. Sometines member of the Publisting Committce Al-Aqlam”
Review issued by the Ministry of Culture and Guidance .-

7. Sometines member of the editorial Committee of “ Al-Mu’allem
Al-Jadid” , a review issued by the Ministry of Education.

8. Chief Editor of “Al-Kitab” Review issued by the Traqi Writers
and Authors Association.

9. Member of the Board of the Iraqi Academy Review.
PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES:

Arab Cultural Conference, Alexandria, 1950.
Orientalists Conference, New Delhi, 1964,
World Writers Conference, Wiemar and Berlin, 1965.

The Urgent Conference of Afro-Asian Writers, Peking, 1966,
Arabic Language Academy Conference, Baghdad, 1965.
Afro-asian Writers Conference, Beirut, 1967.
Arabic Language Academy Conference, Cairo, 1966,
Arab Writers Conference, Cairo 1968,
TRAVELS:
Syria, Turkey, Bulgaria, Rumania, Austiria, Italy, Greece, Holland,
Belgium, East and West Germany, Spain, France and England,

SOME OF HIS PUBLICATIONS
1. Inthe Conscience of Time (Poems), Alexandria, Egypt 1950.
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ABRIEF BIOGROPHICAL NOTE ABOUT THE WRITER

NAME: Prof. Dr. Yousif Izzidien
- BIRTH: B’aquba, Iraq, 1922

. QUALIFICATIONS

a) B. A. Hons. Alexandria University, 1950.
b) M.A. Hons . Alexandria University, 1953.
¢) Ph.D., London University, 1956.
CAREER
‘Teacher in Secondary Schools.
“Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, Baghdad University, 1956.
Assistant Dean, Faculty of Arts, 1958,
Secretary General, Iraqi Academy since, 1962 .
Director General for Press and Guidance, Ministry of Culture and
Guidance, 1966,
Active Member in the Iraqi Academy, 1964.
7. Professor of Arabic Literature, University of Baghdad.
SOCIAL ACTIVITVIES:
1. One of the founders of the Iraqi Writers’ and Authors’ Association.

2. Elected as Secretary for this Association and re-elected several
times..
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3. Member of the Administrative Council of the Iraqi Red Crescent
Association.

4. Member of the Royal Society for Literature in London.
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The kindness extended to me by the Director of the Oriental
Department , Mrs. Maria Mihaylova, will, always, remain vivid in
My, memory.. . _ ‘ :

I should also like to thank the many representatwes of Bulgarlas
cultural staff who helped me durmg my ‘stay, espemally Mr. Furat
AlJawahri, I cannot forget the hospitality - and kindriess of the
Fam Bairaktarski family, and my thanks goes alse to. Miss Penka
Katerinova and Mr . Ioran, Peef who accompanied me visits -to ‘many
places of inferest. )

I wishto record here my smcerest thanks 1o Mr Stephan Stoev
the Bulgarian representative in Iraq. To Mr. Gur gulc Awwad ,
to my two colleagues : Prof . Dr. Saleh Al- Ali.and Prof Dr. M. A .
Marzouk and to my Prof . Dr. Ibrahlm Shawket and to Mr.. Sablh Radif
the Librarian of the Iraq Academy, and to - all those who have. helped
ne in completing this book I offer my‘degp_ly felt thanks.
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and kmgs One of thelr Princes was converted to Islam-jand changed

hlS namo to an Alablc one a .I aaf a1 Iben Abdullah ? and stluck comage

bearlng hlS name

Some of the Muslem auth01s travelled through Bulgarla and
have 1eft for us avmd 1dea of the ountry and its people Other
.writers , . however ; depend on, informations given by those- who had
visited the country + = i
="”"O‘ne of the ' most - outstanding 'Arébio“booké;‘” is that written by- Ibn
Fadlan WhO v151ted Bulgarla in the 10tA" centuIy Al D He gweq
us a ve1y 1r1te1ostmg p1otuw of the p11nce of Bulgaua whom
he visited in May 922 A.D. ’lhe Muslem t1ave11er pomt«, out
<that the Bulganans vrere ext1emely fcnd of th1s plmce fox; his
modesty and gene1os1ty He had no need for guauds in his travels

throughout thé country because. he trusted his people .

’11ade 1e1at1ons between Bulgarla a,nd the Islamlc world were
flourlshlng The Bulganans 1mported many Alab Wares pamcularly
textlles pottery and. weapons | _' . o ‘7

The Bulgarian author1t1es d1d thelr utmost to make my v151t

useful and pleasant, in their country T hey -did  their. bestk to make
e feel at home whether in. the Library or ontslde it. |

-1. cannot . forget the: great help given to me by Prof G_eorgi
ﬂD1m1trov“Goshkin”,<M1mste1, & famous v ritérand head of the Committee

“for Friendship and Cultural: Relations “with -foreign countries .0
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I began my study of the Arabic MSS_in this Library with those
dealing with history, literature, and geography.lt was a rather arduous
task to catalogue the MSS as most of the t1tles and names of the
authors have been lost.

Of the 3,000 Arabic MSS. only 900 had already been catalogued.
Most of the Arabic MSS. were collected from various mosques
n Widen, Smake, Fidin, Shoman and Sophia; and a few of them
have been brought from Cairo, Baghdad and lstanbul,

The most anc’ent Arabic MS. in the library is the “Lataif al Isharat”
by Abul- Qasim Abdul Karim Ibin Hawazin al Qushiry who died
in 465 A.H. (1073 A.D. ) and whose birthday was recently celebrated
by the Central Library. This MS. deals with the commentary of the
second half of the Holy Quran

A rare copy of AL -Idrisi, “Nuzhat ul Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al Afaq ”
was discovered in the library. Itis a complete copy, written on good
paper, and contains coloured maps. It was copied in 1505 A.D.,
Dr. Boris Christoff Neddkoff, the Bulgarian Orientalist, has published
the Arabic text containing a description of Bulgarian and the neighbou-
ring lands, with a Bulgarian translation. He indicates the difference
between the text and the maps included in this MS, He thinks that

these maps are of a later date than the text.

It should be noted here that Bulgaria was not unknown to the
Arabs during the Middle Ages.It is often mentioned in their books
on history and geography where Muslem authors describe many

interesting things about Bulgarian customs and  traditions.
They have also recorded for us the names of the Bulgarian tribes
IRk




I had the great fortune to be invited to Bulgaria and was afforded
an opportunity to examine the Collection of Arabic manuscripts in the
Central Library of Sophia.

I had never expected to find such a great number of MSS in
the Library. They number more than 3,000 in all branches of
knowledge dealing mainly with the Islamic religion, the Arabic
language, and Islamic philosophy. In addition to these Arabic MSS .
there are about half a million Turkish MSS.

The Library was founded in 1878 A.D., when Bulgaria attained
its independence from the Ottoman rule.

The building is one of the best public libraries I have ever seen.
It is close to Sophia University, and goc; bythe name of
“ Cyril & Mithudi Library ” in commemoration of the two great
personalities who created the Bulgarian alphabet. We have to bear
in mind that the Bulgarians wrote in Greek or Latin alphabets
before this innovation.

Cyrille and Methode were brothers from a Greek  father
and Bulgarian mother. Bulgarians still celebrate the memory
of the two scholars on the 14th of May every year. The
day is one of the most important days in Bulgaria on which
students and scholars put on their national costume and take
a prominent part in the ceremony.
1y




ARABIC MANUSCRIPTS

in

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SOFIA, .
_“Cyrille et Methode”  © .

LBy

Yousif lzzidien B. AL, MiA.,Ph.D. o

. Prof. of: Arabic Literature, Baghdad University
Secretary General, Iraq Academy
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" Baghdad 1068 .
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