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Abstract

This study deals with the word “reliability” in the statement put
forward by Al-Kashshi about the people of consensus, “The group
(Imamiyya) have consensus over the reliability of hadiths which
accurately narrated by them, as well as the truth of their sayings”

The author adopts the famous opinion about the meaning of the
phrase, which is: The reliability of the People of Consensus only. The
author gives - in his usual scientific and discreet scientific style -

internal and external evidence to support his claim and eliminate any
doubts placed on his view. On the other hand, there are few scholars
who believe that the meaning of the phrase is: The authenticity of all
hadiths narrated by these men, thus as long as the chain of narrators
to these men was reliable then the rest of the saying to the Imam is
considered reliable.

Then, the author - may Allah (s.w.t) have mercy on his soul- stated
the benefits of “weak sayings” and “Al-Mudmar”.

The factor which makes this treatise special and worth reading
is the importance of the issue it studies (the people of consensus)
in the science of biographical evaluation, and the role it plays in
the authenticity of hundreds of sayings. In the introduction to the
examination, I mentioned several examples of sayings that depend on
this issue to be considered reliable.
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